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Ramadan and price 
hikes 

■ Jordanians are complaining 
publicly about the sudden hike 
in foodstuff prices since the be* 
ginning of Ramadan. Price in¬ 
creases hove included everything 
from fresh produce to frozen 
meat and canned food. The Min¬ 
istry of Agriculture has assured 
consumers that vegetable prices 
will begin to go down as soon as 
Glior Safi produce becomes 
available on the market. Cold 
woaihcr and snow storms have 
destroyed green houses, poultry 
and dairy farms in theupper and 
central Jordan Valley and losses 
ore estimated in millions. Gggs 
nnd chicken hnvc become scarce 
and the Ministry of Supply has 
given its approval to import fro¬ 
zen meat from eastern Europe. 
About 10 tons of mutton from 
Bulgaria arrived by plane on Sat¬ 
urday and more is on the way. 

Minister of Supply Mr Mo¬ 
hammad A1 Saqqaf has said that 
egg production has fallen by 30 
per cent this winter while con¬ 
sumption has risen by 15 per 
cent,, except during Ramadan 
when the rate falls by 50 per 
cent. He added that the ministry 
is Working to pul limits on egg 
exports and to control sxnug- 


A1 Ral columnist Mr Tareq 
Massaruch said Jordanians 
should not feel bod, since thc ex¬ 
tra cost Of consumer goods goes 
directly as a form of compensa¬ 
tion to farmers. He said price 
hikes should not mean more 
profit to merchants. He warned 
the government from siding with 
city consumers against farmers 
who lost a whole season's earn¬ 


ings because of bad weather. 

Writers reject 
normalization 

■ The Jordanian Writers' Asso¬ 
ciation’s general commiucc elect¬ 
ed on Friday Lower House depu¬ 
ty Mr Fakhri Kawar as president 
and ten other members onto the 
association's administrative 
board. During the same session 
the general committee called on 
the new board "to resist normali¬ 
zation of relations with the Zion¬ 
ist enemy ih cultural, industrial 
and commercial Helds," The 
committee also called on the 
presidency of the 18th Arab 
Writers' Conference to be held in 
Amman this year to condemn the 
aggression agninsL Iraq and Lib¬ 
ya. 

Students in trouble 
in former USSR 

■ The Ministry of Higher Edu¬ 
cation has confirmed that a num¬ 
ber of universities in the former 
Soviet Union have reneged on 
the clauses of cultural agree¬ 
ments between Jordan ana the 
Soviet Union and have nsked 
Jordanian students to start paying 
tuition foes. In these agreements, 
the Soviet Union undertook to 
pay for all tuition fees, clothes, 
books, housing end return ticket 
costs for all Jordanian students 
studying in the Soviet Union. 
The Soviet authorities also paid a 
monthly stipend of 100 roubles 
The ministry made iL clear that it 
had never dispatched Jordanian 
students to the Soviet Union on 
its own expense. The plight of an 
unspecified number of Jordani¬ 
ans studying in the new republics 
is now being monitored by the 



cultural attache in the Jordanian 
embassy in Moscow. One source 
said that if the universities insist 
on their position, nothing can be 
done to force them to honor a 
commitment made by a country 
that docs not exist any more. 

Deputies at It again 

■ Sunday's session of the LoweF 
House never convened because*-" 
the legal, quorum- was not 
achieved. Only 47 out of the 80- 
House membere^howed up. Af¬ 
ter waiting for at least an hour, 
depuiy speaker Abdel Karim Al i 
Dughmi called on deputies to ' 
leave. Interviewed on television, 

Mr Dughmi said he had no idea 
why such a large number of dep¬ 
uties had failed to show up. For 
the house to convene, two-thirds 
(54) of the members must attend. 
One witty observer feared that 
Ramadan will now be used as an 
excuse for the absence of depu¬ 
ties. 

Meanwhile, deputy Laith 
Shbeilat has made a motion to 
amend article 73 of the Constitu¬ 
tion which gives the King the 
right to postpone the-holding of 
general elections, tn his motion, 
which received the backing of 29 { 

deputies, Mr Shbeilat said the 


extraordinary circumstances 
which forced the 1976 amend¬ 
ment of the Constitution have 
ended. He called for the cancel¬ 
lation of paragraphs 4 and 5 of 
article 73 of the Constitution. 
The House will debate this and 
another motion calling for ex¬ 
tending the term of the ordinary 
session from four to nine 
months. 


White list takes all 

■ The Islamists scored a land¬ 
slide victory this week when 
their list overwhelmingly won 
all seven contested seats of the 
Engineers Association Council. 
Mr Husni Abu Gheida (White 
List) received 2033 votes (aboul 
46 per cent, of the total number 
of tnose who voted) to claim the 
presidency while his contenders 
Mr Fathi Hiyasat (Green List 0 
received 1311 votes and Mr Is¬ 
mail Boryoush, the outgoing 
president from the Green List II, 
received only 487 votes. Voting 
had to be extended by another 
day because of a poor showing 
by voters. When ballot boxes 
closed on Saturday only 4433 
engineers voted out of 10228 eli¬ 
gible voters. 

The failure by the two green 
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lists to agree on a unified list re¬ 
sulted in one of the the worsi 
election results for the secular¬ 
ists for many years. "Results 
would certainly have been differ¬ 
ent if we had voted for one green 
list,” said one discontented fe¬ 
male engineer. "We keep repeat¬ 
ing the same mistake every elec¬ 
tion. The Islamists come out 
better organized with their sup¬ 
porters sticking by them from 
the early hours of the morning, 
while we advertise our divisions 
and our supporters arc sound 
asleep in their homes," she said. 

US police bust 
Arabs 

■ The government is said to 
have received a number of 
cables -from Jordanian citizens 
living in the south of the United 
Slates, claiming that 60 Arabs 
including Jordanians and Pales¬ 
tinians were recently arrested in 
Dallas, Texas. The cables spoke 
of dawn arrests, and said that 
one of the detainees is a 70-year- 
old Jordanian. No information 
was immediately available on 
the charges or reasons behind the 
arrest. The American embassy in 
Amman could not confirm or 
deny the report. 

Al Sharif drops 
libel suit 

■ Dr Nabil Al Sharif has report¬ 
edly dropped the libel suit 
against Lower House deputy Dr 
Ahmad Al Abbadi. A report in 
Sawt Al Sha'ab said a meeting 
was held last week at the office 
of Minister of Slate for Parlia¬ 
mentary Affairs Mr Jamal Al 
Khraisna to reconcile the parties. 
The meeting was attended by the 
Depuiy Prime Minister, Minister 
of Education Dr Thouqan Al 
Hindawi, Minister of Informa¬ 
tion Mr Mahmoud Al Sharif, 
Minister of Sypply Mr Moham¬ 
mad Al Saqqaf and deputies Dr 
Ali Faqir and Dr Abbadi him¬ 
self. During the meeting Dr Ab¬ 
badi said he did not mean Dr x Al. 
Sharif in his budget session re¬ 
sponse in the Lower House. 

Expats may pay 
more 

i ■ In response to His Majesty 
• King Hussein's letter to Prime 
Minister Sharif Zaid ben Shaker, 
the government has decided to 
schedule duty payment on cars 
for a period of four years. Ad- 
Dustour newspaper reported that 
the Customs Dept, has decided 
to make a 15 per cent increase' 
on the value of the cars as inter¬ 
est, and to add other fees and du¬ 
ties when evaluating the cost of 
the vehicle. It also decided that a 
down payment of 25 per cent of- 
the value will have 'to be made 
. immediately and that the remain¬ 
ing-balance will be divided into 
48 installments. Owners will 
have to take out comprehensive 
. insurance Cover on thdir vehicles 
- and ;i will- have to mortgage Ihp 
cars to the Customs DepL About: 
8000 cars have yet to be pro- - 
cesse^l by the department.; . 

visaur " 

■ Lower House deputy.Far'eS Al 
Nabulsi has received a response 
from the Minister of TranspCrt 

• Mr Ali Suheiniat regarding the 
consultancy: contract between 
i Royal Jordanian (RJ) and.^rthur 

Anderson; 'niemlnisterSaidAr-; 


: tiitir Anderson is doing, q thfee^ 1 
■ phai^; study 1 6f 'RJ. artd'.wlllr 
Vi; .. .present a final report: dunng the,;.;' 

' ; i corpirigItyarhonths. He ;alsp’ ^ 
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After round four of the Washington bilaterals: , ,j 

Palestinians offer interlf^r^ 
autonomy plan, Israel lobk$ 

June elections I jAlt -r S3 



By Lina Arafat 
Special toThcSiar 

ISRAELI INTRANSIGENCE 
and the Palestinians' offer of 
concrete proposals for the inter¬ 
im autonomy period is focusing 
attention on the settlement issue, 
a central goal of Palestinian ne¬ 
gotiating strategy, a member of 
the Palestinian delegation has 
said. 

"Israel's negative position was 
more exposed to public opinion, 
that of the American government 
and the international communi¬ 
ty," said Mr Ghasson Khatib. 
'TVs wo continued to concentrate 
on the settlement issue, the Israe¬ 
li position became all the more 
isolated." 

Importantly, the question of 
the settlements and their relation 
to the progress of the peace talks 
was being highlighted at a time 
when Israel was desperately try¬ 
ing to secure $10 billion in loan 
guarantees to build settlements. 
Realizing this, the Bush Admin¬ 
istration last week pointedly 
linked the question of settle¬ 
ments with the loan guarantee is- 



Ghassan Khatib 

sue, in effect making Israeli 
Prime Minister's Yitzhak Sha¬ 
mir's worsL dream come true. 

. While the question or loan 
guarantees was being heatedly 
discussed, the Palestinians, in 
moving to substantive rather 
than procedural issues, presented 
an outline of their concept for 
the Palestinian interim self- 
governing authority (PISGA). 

"The outline of the PISGA 
model is based on free elections 
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under international supervision 
and entails the orderly transfer of 
the powers and responsibilities 
at present exercised by the Israe¬ 
li military and other Israeli au¬ 
thorities in the occupied territo¬ 
ries," Mr Khatib said. "Because 
the source of authority in this pe¬ 
riod is crucial to us, we focused 
on an elected body of 180 Pales¬ 
tinians as the source of authority 
for our people in this interim ar¬ 
rangement." 

By introducing their model for 
PISGA in this round, the overall 
goal of the Palestinians in the 
latest round seems to be to 
strengthen the aim or establish¬ 
ing a Palestinian self-governing 
authority as part of the interim 
agreements for a transitional pe¬ 
riod, "These proceedings must 
enable the Palestinian people to 
gain control over poliucal, eco¬ 
nomic and other decisions that 
affect our lives and our future,* 
Mr Khatib said. 

It is in keeping the Palestini¬ 
ans' future in mind that Mr Kha¬ 
tib pointed to the Israeli elec¬ 
tions as a possible turning point 
in relations bciwccn Palestinians 
and Israelis and their respective 
positions. "It is important to lake 
the Israeli elections into consid¬ 
eration," he said. "Shamir should 
not be able to continue saying 
that Likud's policy permits the 
continuation of settlements 
while at the same time continu¬ 
ing peace negotiations." 


OR THE RECORD 


y Ahmad Shaker 


.,A Foreign Minister Dr Kumel Abu Jaber will head Jordan's dele- 
SjrailqnJp the Arab foreign ministers meetings, which will be held 
- in in the first week of April. The Arab League meetings are 
r.gxpectei to improve inter-Arab relations and create a belter 
_ working climate. A similar meeting for the Arab ministers of in¬ 
formation, which was scheduled to convene in Cairo in the mid¬ 
dle of February was postponed until August. It loo was expected 
to fucus on Arab cooperation. 

■ The management uf the Arab Engineering Industries Co. is ex¬ 
pected to ask n foreign contractor to build the company's Irbld 
factory, which Includes production lines for a variety of metal 
and iron castings to be used In agriculture and housing. The cost 
of the plant will exceed the company's cupitul of JD 15 million, 
The Star was told. 

■ The government hus decided to issue development bonds worth 
JD 6 million on 1 April. Meanwhile, the government received a 
memorandum from the Russlun Federation government asking 
Jordan to put a forward a quick debt repayment plan. The memo 
proposed flint Jordnn could repay part of the $30 million In 
goods nnd foodstuffs In addition to phosphate and potush. 

■ The Prime Minister's office tins asked the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation to propose an emergency plan to repair the old 
water network In Amman and other cities to prevent leaking. Ini¬ 
tial studies have found that al tenst JD 100 million are needed to 
repair the network, while ministry sources said that about 40 per 
cent of water pumped through the networks never reaches Its fi¬ 
nal destination. 

■ The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co has decided to build large 
storage tanks in the south of the kingdom to store various petro¬ 
leum products in order to cope with exceptional weather condi¬ 
tions. Cost Is expected to exceed JD 1 million. 

■ The Glass Industries Co. has asked the government fpr a JD 3 
million loan to cover losses estimated at JD 2 million. Meanwhile, 
the government Is expected to take measures soon to deal with 
losing public companies like Saw) Al Sha'ab newspaper*- the 
Glass Industries Co. pnd others. 

■ The government has officially cancelled a contract to buy 
French-made jets In view of the Kingdom’s financial problems, 
The Star has learned 
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By Kate Daniels 
Slu Staff Writer 

A GLOBAL tribute was paid to 
women this week, as Jordan and 
the world honored Sunday's an* 
niversary or International Wom¬ 
en’s Day. It marked a day of soli¬ 
darity amongst women — 
irrespective of nationality, class 
or creed, and reaffirmed the ne¬ 
cessity of ensuring equality for 
women in an often discriminato¬ 
ry world. 

Lamis Nasser, coordinator of 
The Arab Association for Wom¬ 
en and Development {AWAD), 
was among a number of minis¬ 
ters, officials, working women 
and other personalities who at¬ 
tended a three-day conference 
organized by The Business and 
Professional Women's Club in 
observance of this annual event. 

- "AWAD Is committed to rais¬ 
ing women's awareness about 
their responsibilities, rights and 
Iheir role in development," said 
Ms Nasser, explaining the con¬ 
tributions of her organization. 
Established through the initiative 
of HRH Princess Basma Bint 
Talal, (he AWAD project func¬ 
tions as a Pan Arab communica¬ 
tions network, conducting re¬ 
search studies, holding seminars 
and conferences, and liaising 
with Arab decision-makers and 
intellectuals. 

Analysis of information gath¬ 
ered from the Women's Day con¬ 
ference will thus be stored in 
AWAD’s data bank and then 
transferred to other institutions. 
Topics of discussion Included 


hhWIO ;i »7ii: 

Arab Association for Women and Development: 

Raising women's awareness of 
their value and potential 


the Jordanian working woman, 
her rights and legal status. "Jor¬ 
dan's female work force partici¬ 
pates little in trade due to both 
social and financial factors, and 
men still predominate in the Pro¬ 
fessional Guild Associations 
said Ms Nasser. "However there 
is one field in which women fea¬ 
ture highly, being agricultural la¬ 
bor, yet they arc greatly underes¬ 
timated and invisible in most 
research studies." 

Statistics for women in the 
public service sector revealed an 
alarming imbalance between the 
sexes. There are no women in 
higher government positions, no 
women on the boards of direc¬ 
tors, at the Chambers of Com¬ 
merce and Trade, no women on 
the boards of professional guilds 
and no women judges," said Ms 
Nasser. 

"It is noiso much a question of 
legislation," she added, “It is a 
question of changing both men's 
and women's attitudes. For ex¬ 
ample, there are no laws that for¬ 
bid women to become members 
of parliament, yet we have no 
women MPs." 

Having been- in public service 
herself tor many years, Ms Nas¬ 
ser said that discrimination 
against women in this sector is 



Lamis Nasser 

largely down to the personal 
views of the ministers in charge. 
"I was the first married woman 
diplomat to serve abroad for the 
foreign service. I rarely felt dis¬ 
criminated against for being a 
woman, but it was ail too good 
to be (rue. One foreign minister 
decided to decree that all mar¬ 
ried women diplomats be trans¬ 
ferred from the political to the 
administrative stream of the min¬ 
istry. It is a pity — unlike other 
Arab countries, Jordan has so far 
not had one woman ambassa¬ 
dor." 


Besides examining women and 
employment, AWAD are consid¬ 
ering the legal status and rights 
of women, and the roots of legis¬ 
lative discrimination. Ms Nasser 
contests the argument that the 
tenets of Islam and the Shari'a 
are to blame. "Islam greatly hon¬ 
ors women,” she said, "and the 
teachings of the Holy Quran do 
not discriminate between men 
and women. Any discrimination 
Is created by man-made laws 
that we have inherited from the 
Ottoman Empire and archaic Eu¬ 
ropean laws. 1 ' 

"Too often laws are 'misinter¬ 
preted'," she said, arguing that 
sometimes legal counsellors in 
ministries misjudge the position 
of women due to their own inter¬ 
pretations of the Islamic Shari'a 
and laws. Inequalities in the pen¬ 
sion, health insurance and social 
security laws, she stressed, have 
long been blamed purely on the 
Shari'a. "Jordanian laws are gen¬ 
erally in favor of women," said 
Ms Nasser. "It is their applica¬ 
tion that matters." Some laws, 
nonetheless, remain flagrant ex¬ 
amples of unfounded discrimina¬ 
tion against women* "A female 
diplomat^ unlike the male diplo- 
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mat, is not entitled to travel ex¬ 
penses for her husband or chil¬ 
dren, nor is her family entitled to 
diplomatic passports,” said Ms 
Nasser, quoting the Diplomatic 
Status Law. "I remember a fe¬ 
male colleague who was serving 
abroad was denied the expenses 
of delivering her child. The inter¬ 
pretation given was firstly, that 
the law cites that hospital ex¬ 
penses are paid for the diplomat's 
wife to cover her maternity 
charges but not vice versa, and 
secondly, that legally it is the 
man who has to support his wife 
and pay her fares." 

It is through the dissemination 
of such information that AWAD 
aims to stimulate women into re¬ 
considering their value and capa¬ 
bilities in society. "I believe that 
women are able to contribute to¬ 
wards promoting democracy in 
Jordan, especially in their social 
capacity,' 1 said Ms Nasser. "After 
all, women constitute half of our 
society, and a society cannot be 
democratic with one half only." 
A change in social attitudes, she 
claimed, can only lead ultimately 
to economic and political 
change. 

Her message of advice to Jor¬ 
dan's women was encouraging: 
"Stick to hard work and devo¬ 
tion," she said. "Remember that a 
woman has to work twice as hard 
to be appreciated half as much. 
Above ail, develop a positive self 
image; armed with educadon, 
morals and unselfishness, paths 
will be open to you. 1 ' ■ . 



GB proposes the setting up 
of a deposits protection body 

AMMAN (Star) — The Central Bank of Jordan <CB) has re¬ 
ferred a draft proposal to the government to set up a corporation 
to guarantee deposits in accordance with the Central Bank law. 
CB law entitles the bank to join licensed banks and credit corpo¬ 
rations in creating a financial institution to guarantee Idans and 
deposits. The Central Bank board of directors adopted the pro¬ 
posal In July last year, but referred it to the government in De¬ 
cember. 

• The Central Bank's move comes in response to what it de¬ 
scribed as far-reaching banking developments in the last three 
years. It was referring to .the Petra Bank and Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International cases. It said such an institution woujd 
maintain general confidence In monetary and banking sectors in 
times of crises. 

- The institution would make.the responsibility of compensating 
depositors with the Central. Bank', commercial banks and deposi¬ 
tors combined. In CB's vieW ft would remove direct responsibili¬ 
ty from the back of the national treasury. 

The sources said the existence of such art institution would be 
. an asset to the natjonal economy during times of economic transi¬ 
tions and problems within the banking.sector. The Central Bank 
.. had studied simiiar institutions in other Countries so as to benefit 
from past experiences, the sources added,- 
- While preparing the proposal, the Central Bank consulted with 
. commercial and other licensed banks apd has received numerous 
^■suggestions and counter proposals. .; 

| /The govCmment is expected to refer the proposal to its flnah- 
Committee whicn will then make its final recommendation. ■ 
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By Fahd Salameh 

MR ADI Mdanat was bom in 
1938 in Amman, and ii is to this 
city that he owes his memories 
of his childhood and part of his 
youth. He studied his primary 
and part of his secondary educa¬ 
tion at The Bishop School, but 
due to family circumstances he 
completed his secondary and 
university education in Damas¬ 
cus. During his university years, 
he published his first short story 
in Damascus. Although Adi 
Mdanat obtained his degree in 
law, this did not prevent him 
from pursuing his literary inter¬ 
ests, and during the First few 
years that followed his gradua- 
u’on he produced and published 
several short stories that were 
well received by critics at that 
time. 

Absorbed in the public and pri¬ 
vate affairs of that period, Adi 
found little space for his creative 
writing, and it was not until 
1976 that he published two of 
his short stories in Al-Ra'i news¬ 
paper, the first to appear in a 
decade. In 1983, his first short 
story collection appeared under 
the title Patient No. 12: Unusual 
Phases and in 1991, his second 
collection was published in Am¬ 
man by The Ministry of Culture. 
By the end of the same year, his 
first novel, The Alien appeared, 
which will be the focus of this 
edition. 

Adi Mdanat is a member of the 
Jordanian Writers' Association 
and participates actively in its 
seminars on the short story and 
the novel. He is also a member 
of The Jordanian Lawyers' Syn¬ 
dicate, with special commitment 
to issues relating to work and la¬ 
bor problems. 

His novel The Allen was pub¬ 
lished by El-Ahli Publishing 
House, Damascus, 1991. Al¬ 
though the 140-page story is 
conventional in form, character¬ 
ization/ plot, structure, and tech¬ 
nique, it is particularly revolu¬ 
tionary in its content. It is a 
portmanteau of social criticism, 
philanthropic persuasions and 
ethical ana aesthetic evaluations. 
In this respect, it could be con¬ 
sidered as a pioneering Work of 
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Adi Mdanat: In search of 
ethical, aesthetic evaluations 



dl Mdanat 


art that tackles a variety of 
memes and concepts, hitherto 
left untouched by many of his 
contemporaries. 

The protagonist is a member 
of the lower middle class. Mr 
Hassan is a 54-year-old headmas¬ 
ter whose retirement takes place 
during the events of the novel; a 
widower of seven years, living 
in his old house, a long distance 
from his married son Lotfi, and 
his married daughter, Suad. 

His loneliness and the monoto¬ 
nous rhythm of his daily routine 
is suddenly interrupted by an un¬ 
expected, apparently unpleasant 
intruder whom he finds inside 
his house. His unsuccessful at¬ 
tempt to drive out the ragged, 
bruised creature ends up in with 
him realizing that she suffers 
from audiloiy and oral disabili¬ 
ties. This discovery arouses in 
him both pity and fear: Pity, for 
the defenseless, handicapped, 
poor girl and fear of the un¬ 
known — of society's response 
lo the existence of a young girl 
under the same roof as an old 
widower. He also feared the re¬ 
strictions that would be placed 
on his own freedom, resulting 
from having a stranger in the 
house after naving lived In soli¬ 
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tude for seven years. 

The experience narrated in the 
novel lasts only seven days and 
ends abruptly on the eighth day 
as it began, but it provides a 
three dimensional revelation, a 
source of enlightenment not only 
for the protagonist, but for the 
rcader'as well. 

It reveals, firstly, that the inno¬ 
cent primitive creature, repre¬ 
sented by the alien girl, is more 
genuine in feeling than the pre¬ 
tentious claims of people who 
boast of being civilized. In the 
second place, it shows the spe¬ 
cial value that each individual 
human has even if that human 
being suffers from one or more 
physical handicaps. 

Thirdly, it exposes the fallacy 
of social stability, based on pseu¬ 
do-moral integrity — a cover 
that conceals the human jungle 
where the weak are oppressed 
and exploited by the strong for 
profit and gain, regardless of the 
suffering caused. 

The main characters of the 
novel are Mr Hassan, and the 
forlorn', deaf-and-dumb girl. 
These characters are fully devel¬ 
oped both in depth and exten¬ 
sion, both are round characters 
with characteristics that make 
them tnie-to-life. However, there 
are sketches of various minor 
characters that form the social 
milieu in which the protagonists 
move, and who play major roles 
in influencing events and their 
outcome. 

In this respect, we can find 
three, contrasting yet often com¬ 
plementary, social circles that 
form the world of the novel. 
There is the cafe circle of chess 
players — young and old men 
with different political affilia¬ 
tions and varying' social ranks, 
who seek asylum from their po¬ 


litical and social griefs by play¬ 
ing chess. The second circle is 
Mr Hassan's neighbors, whose 
children used to harass the de¬ 
fenseless young girl in the street 
before she took refuge in his 
house. The humanitarian guise 
behind which those neighbors 
conceal their real intentions is 
gradually unmasked with the 
progression of events. The third 
and final social circle is that of 
Mr Hasson's daughter, her hus¬ 
band and children, and his son 
and daughter-in-law. This circle 
attempts to impose a sort of 
guardianship on the behavior 
and conduct of the headmaster, 
expressing their profound care 
for his comfort Bnd safety, a 
claim that does not ring soundly 
to the lonely old man. 

The social circles practice op¬ 
posing influences on Mr Hassan, 
and his desire to please them 
only adds problems to his trou¬ 
bled soul. The following excerpt 
from the novel shows the neigh¬ 
bors signing a petition to the 
ministry of social development, 
requesting an immediate ar¬ 
rangement for "the mad girl" to 
be taken into one of its institu¬ 
tions, and their insistence that 
the girl should not leave Mr Has¬ 
san's house before such an ar¬ 
rangement is made. The third 
circle, on the other hand, reject 
the notion that "the mad girl 1 ' 
should be in their father's house, 
and consider her presence an in¬ 
jurious stigma to them. 

The excerpt takes us from the 
point when the neighbors leave 
Mr Hassan's house, urging him 
not to waste time in submitting 
the petition, and to keep the girl 
temporarily in his house. 

"For a while, he felt relieved, 
but then he felt the weightiness 
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of the responsibility he had 
shouldered, placed, as though 
between a pair of pincers. Suad 
and Lotfi would not hear of 
keeping the girl at his house, 
and the neighbors would not 
hear of her leaving his house, so 
what should he do now? 

ft is true that his life had never . 
been satisfactoryhe had expert- . 
enced little beatitude, his disap¬ 
pointments were always greater ■ 
than his successes, and lie had < 
failed even lo attain his own as- j 
piraiions. Yet, his life dragged ! 
on smoothly and significantly . 
without any relish, and would ■ 
have probably dragged on with- ' 
out any exhilarating, exciting, or i 
agonizing surprises, had it not i 
been for this transient incident > 
which could have remained so, j 
but for his damned absurd con • ' 
duct that had interrupted the j 
rhythm and eqtuiibrlum of his ' 
life. 

He held the signed petition ! 
and thought of the lie contained j 
in it. who would expect the min- I 
istry to respond positively to sev- ' 
eral signatures, to sympathize 
with, adopt, and provide the girl j 
with education, training, and ac- ‘ 
commodation? Scores of similar 
girls swarm the streets of Am - j 
man, unattended to by either the * 
ministry of development or state 
institutions; and If the lie were , 
so evident, why should he vindi¬ 
cate it? Can there be anything 1 
imperceptibly concealed? Can 
there be any undeclared motives ‘ 
dictating his conduct? If he were . 
given sufficient time, he would 
reveal them brazenly and; 
straight forwardly to himself, or ] 
unveil himself. He was taken in . 
by the accelerating flow of ■ 
events, recovering from a crisis,' 
only to find himself immersed in 
another...'' 

In The Alien , Adi Mdanat con¬ 
fronts us with a moral dilemma 
that has far-reaching, social im¬ 
plications: A disabled young 
girl, with an exceptional propen¬ 
sity for acquiring and applying 

Continued on page.15 
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By Kale Daniels 
Star Staff Writer 

A GLOBAL tribute was paid to 
women this week, as Jordan and 
the world honored Sunday's an¬ 
niversary of International Wom¬ 
en's Day. Ft marked a day of soli¬ 
darity amongst women — 
irrespective of nationality, class 
or creed, and reaffirmed the ne¬ 
cessity of ensuring equality for 
women in an often discriminato¬ 
ry world. 

Lamis Nasser, coordinator of 
The Arab Association for Wom¬ 
en and Development (AWAD), 
was among a number of minis¬ 
ters, officials, working women 
and other personalities who at¬ 
tended a three-day conference 
organized by The Business and 
Professional Women's Club in 
observance of this annual event. 

"AWAD is committed to rais¬ 
ing women's awareness about 
their responsibilities, rights and 
their role in development," said 
Ms Nasser, explaining the con¬ 
tributions of her organization. 
Established through the initiative 
of HRH Princess Basma Bint 
Talaf, the AWAD project func¬ 
tions as a Pan Arab communica¬ 
tions network, conducting re¬ 
search studies, holding seminars 
and conferences, and liaising 
with Arab decision-makers and 
intellectuals. 

Analysis of information gath¬ 
ered from the Women's Day con¬ 
ference will thns be stored In 
AWAD's data bank and then 
transferred to other institutions. 
Topics of discussion included 




Arab Association for Women and Development: 

Raising women's awareness of 
their value and potential 


the Jordanian working woman, 
her rights and legal status. "Jor¬ 
dan's female work force partici¬ 
pates little in trade due to both 
social and financial factors, and 
men still predominate in the Pro¬ 
fessional Guild Associations," 
said Ms Nasser. "However there 
is one field in which women fea¬ 
ture highly, being agricultural la¬ 
bor, yet they arc greatly underes¬ 
timated and invisible in most 
research studies." 

Statistics for women in the 
public service sector revealed an 
alarming imbalance between the 
sexes. "There are no women in 
higher government positions, no 
women on the boards of direc¬ 
tors at the Chambers of Com¬ 
merce and Trade, no women on 
the boards of professional guilds 
and no women judges," said Ms 
Nasser. 

"It is not so much a question of 
legislation," she added, "It is a 
question of changing both men's 
and women's attitudes. For ex¬ 
ample, there are no laws that for¬ 
bid women to become members 
of parliament, yet we have no 
women MPs," 

Having been- in public service 
herself for many years, Ms Nas¬ 
ser said . that discrimination 
against women in this sector is 



Lamis Nasser 

largely down to the personal 
views of the ministers in charge. 
"I was the first married woman 
diplomat to serve abroad for the 
foreign service. I rarely fell dis¬ 
criminated against for being a 
woman, but it was ail too good 
to be true. One foreign minister 
decided to decree that all mar¬ 
ried women diplomats be trans¬ 
ferred from the political to the 
administrative stream of the min¬ 
istry. U is a pity — unlike other 
Arab countries, Jordan has so far. 
not had one woman ambassa¬ 
dor." 
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Besides examining women and 
employmcm, AWAD are consid¬ 
ering the legal status and rights 
of women, and the roots of legis¬ 
lative discrimination. Ms Nasser 
contests the argument that the 
tenets of Islam and the Shari'a 
are to blame, "Islam greatly hon¬ 
ors women," she said, "and the 
teachings of the Holy Quran do 
not discriminate beLween men 
and women. Any discrimination 
is created by man-made laws 
that we have inherited from the 
Ottoman Empire and archaic Eu¬ 
ropean laws. 1 ' 

"Too often laws are 'misinter¬ 
preted 1 , 11 she said, arguing that 
sometimes legal counsellors in 
ministries misjudge the position 
of women due to their own inter¬ 
pretations of the Islamic Shari'a 
and laws. Inequalities in the pen¬ 
sion, health insurance and social 
security laws, she stressed, have 
Song been blamed purely on the 
Shari'a. "Jordanian laws are gen¬ 
erally in favor of women," said 
Ms Nasser. "It is their applica¬ 
tion that matters.” Some laws, 
nonetheless, remain flagrant ex¬ 
amples of unfounded discrimina¬ 
tion against women. "A female 
diplomat, unlike the male diplo- 
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mat, is not entitled to travel ex¬ 
penses for her husband or chil¬ 
dren, nor is her family entitled to 
diplomatic passports," said Ms 
Nasser, quoting the Diplomatic 
Status Law. "I remember a fe¬ 
male colleague who was serving 
abroad was denied tile expenses 
of delivering her child. The inter¬ 
pretation given was firstly, that 
the law cites that hospital ex¬ 
penses arc paid for the diplomat's 
wife to cover her maternity 
charges but not vice versa, and 
secondly, that legally it is the 
man who has to support his wife 
and pay her fares." 

It is through the dissemination 
of such information that AWAD 
aims to stimulate women into re¬ 
considering their value and capa¬ 
bilities in society. "I believe that 
women are able to contribute to¬ 
wards promoting democracy in 
Jordan, especially in their social 
capacity," said Ms Nasser. "After 
all, women constitute half of our 
society, and a society cannot be 
democratic with one half only." 
A change in social attitudes, she 
claimed, can only lead ultimately 
to economic and political 
change. 

Her message of advice to Jor¬ 
dan's women was encouraging: 
"Stick to hard work and devo¬ 
tion," she said. "Remember that a 
woman has to work twice as hard 
to be appreciated half as much. 
Above all, develop a positive self 
image; armed with education, 
morals and unselfishness, paths 
will be open to you." ■ 


CB proposes the setting up 
of a deposits protection body 

AMMAN (Star) — The Central Bank of Jordan (CB) has re¬ 
ferred a draft proposal to the government to set up a corporation 
to guarantee deposits in accordance with the Central Bank law. 
CB law entitles the bank to join licensed banks and credit corpo¬ 
rations in creating a financial institution to guarantee Iclans and 
deposits. The Central Bank board of directors adopted the pro¬ 
posal in July last year, but referred It to the government in De¬ 
cember. 

The Central Bank's move comes in response to what it de¬ 
scribed as far-reaching banking developments in the last three 
years. It was referring to .the Petra Bank and Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International cases. It said such an institution would 
maintain general confidence in monetary and banking sectors in 
times of crises. 

The institution would make .the responsibility of compensating 
depositors with the Central Bank, commercial banks and deposi¬ 
tors combined. In CB's view It would remove direct responsibili¬ 
ty from the back of the national treasury. 

The sources said the existence of such an institution would be 
an asset to the national economy during times of economic transi¬ 
tions and problems within the banking sector. The Central Bank 
had studied similar Institutions in other countries so as to benefit 
from past experiences, the sources added. 

While preparing the proposal, the Central Bank consulted with 
commercial and other licensed banks and has received numerous 
suggestions and counter proposals. 

The government fa expected to refer the, proposal to its finan¬ 
cial committee whicn will then make its final recommendation.! 
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By Fahd Salameh 

MR ADI Mdanat was bom in 
1938 in Amman, and it is to this 
city that he owes his memories 
of his childhood and part of his 
youth. He studied his primary 
and pari of his secondary educa¬ 
tion al The Bishop School, but 
due to family circumstances he 
completed his secondary and 
university education in Damas¬ 
cus. During his university years, 
he published his first short story 
in Damascus. Although Adi 
Mdanat obtained his degree in 
law, this did not prevent him 
from pursuing his literary inter¬ 
ests, and during the first few 
years that followed his gradua¬ 
tion he produced and published 
several short stories thaL were 
well received by critics al that 
time. 

Absorbed in the public and pri¬ 
vate affairs of that period, Adi 
found little space for his creative 
writing, ana it was not until 
1976 that he published two of 
his short stories in Al-Ra'i news¬ 
paper, tiie first to appear in a 
decade. In 1983, his firsi short 
story collection appeared under 
the title Patient No. 12: Unusual 
Phases and in 1991, his second 
collection was published in Am¬ 
man by The Ministry of Culture. 
By the end of the same year, his 
first novel. The Alien appeared, 
which will be the focus of this 
edition. 

Adi Mdanat is a member of the 
Jordanian Writers' Association 
and participates actively in its 
seminars on the short story and 
the novel. He is also a member 
of The Jordanian Lawyers' Syn¬ 
dicate, with special commitment 
to issues relating to work and la¬ 
bor problems. 

His novel The Alien was pub¬ 
lished by El-Ahli Publishing 
House, Damascus, 1991. Al¬ 
though the 140-page story is 
conventional in form, character¬ 
ization,- plot, structure, and tech¬ 
nique, it is particularly revolu¬ 
tionary in its content. It is a 
portmanteau of social criticism, 
philanthropic persuasions and 
ethical and aesthetic evaluations. 
In this respect, it could be con¬ 
sidered as a pioneering work of 
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ait that tackles a variety of 
themes and concepts, hitherto 
left untouched by many of his 
contemporaries. 

The protagonist is a member 
of the lower middle class. Mr 
Hassan is a 34-year-old headmas¬ 
ter whose retirement takes place 
during the events of the novel; a 
widower of seven years, living 
in his old house, a long distance 
from his married son Lotfi, and 
his married daughter, Suad. 

His loneliness and the monoto¬ 
nous rhythm of his daily routine 
is suddenly interrupted by an un¬ 
expected, apparently unpleasant 
intruder whom he finds inside 
his house. His unsuccessful at¬ 
tempt to drive out the ragged, 
bruised creature ends up in with 
him realizing that she suffers 
from auditor and oral disabili¬ 
ties. This discovery arouses in 
him both pity and fear: Pity, for 
the defenseless, handicapped, 
poor girl and fear of the un¬ 
known — of society's response 
to the existence of a young girl 
under the same roof as an old 
widower. He also feared the re¬ 
strictions that would be placed 
on his own freedom, resulting 
from having a stranger in the 
house after having lived in soli¬ 
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tude for seven years. 

The experience narrated in the 
novel lasts only seven days and 
ends abruptly on the eighth day 
as it began, but it provides a 
three dimensional revelation, a 
source of enlightenment not only 
for the protagonist, but for the 
readcr'as well. 

It reveals, firstly, that the inno¬ 
cent primitive creature, repre¬ 
sented by the alien girl, is more 
genuine in feeling than the pre¬ 
tentious claims of people who 
boast of being civilizco. In the 
second place, it shows the spe¬ 
cial value that each individual 
human has even if that human 
being suffers from one or more 
physical handicaps. 

Thirdly, it exposes the fallacy 
of social stability, based on pseu¬ 
do-moral integrity — a cover 
that conceals the human jungle 
where the weak arc oppressed 
and exploited by the strong for 
profit and gain, regardless of the 
suffering caused. 

The main characters of the 
novel are Mr Hasson, and the 
forlorn, deaf-and-dumb girl. 
These characters are fully devel¬ 
oped both in depth and exten¬ 
sion, both are round characters 
with characteristics that make 
them tme-to-life, However, there 
are sketches of various minor 
characters that form the social 
milieu in which the protagonists 
move, and who play major roles 
in influencing events and their 
outcome. 

In this respect, we can find 
three, contrasting yet often com¬ 
plementary, social circles that 
form the world of the novel. 
There is the cafe circle of chess 
players — young and old men 
with different, political affilia¬ 
tions and varying social ranks, 
who seek asylum from their po¬ 


litical and social griefs by play¬ 
ing chess. The second circle is 
Mr Hasson's neighbors, whose 
children used to harass the de¬ 
fenseless young girl in the street 
before she took refuge- in his 
house. The humanitarian guise 
behind which those neighbors 
conceal their real intentions is 
gradually unmasked with the 
progression of events. The third 
and final social circle is that of 
Mr Hasson's daughter, her hus¬ 
band and children, and Isis son 
and dnughtcr-in-law. This circle 
attempts to impose a sort of 
guardianship on the behavior 
and conduct of the headmaster, 
expressing their profound care 
for his comfort and safety, a 
claim that does not ring soundly 
to the lonely old man. 

The social circles practice op¬ 
posing influences on Mr Hassan, 
and his desire to please them 
only adds problems to his trou¬ 
bled soul. The following excerpt 
from the novel shows the neigh¬ 
bors signing a petition to the 
ministry of social development, 
requesting an immediate ar¬ 
rangement for "the mad girl” to 
be taken into one of its institu¬ 
tions, and their insistence that 
the girl should not leave Mr Has- 
san's house before such an ar¬ 
rangement is made. Tiie third 
circle, on the oilier hand, reject 
the notion that "the mad girl" 
should be in their father's house, 
and consider her presence an in¬ 
jurious stigma to them. 

The excerpt takes us from the 
point when the neighbors leave 
Mr Hassan's house, urging him 
not to waste time in submitting 
the petition, and to keep the girl 
temporarily in his house. 

"For a while, he felt relieved, 
but then he felt the weightinesS 


Subscribe to The Star for J!) 2 5 annually 




THE STAR 5 


of the responsibility he had 
shouldered, placed, as though 
between d pair of pincers. Suad 
and Lotfi would not hear of 
keeping the girl at hi j house, 
aiui the neighbors would not 
hear of her leaving his house, so 
what should he do now? 

It is true that his life had never 
been satisfactory, he had experi¬ 
enced little beatitude, his disap¬ 
pointments were always greater • 
than his successes, and he had - 
failed even to attain his own as- 
pirations. Yet, his life dragged ■ 
on smoothly and significantly • 
without any relish, and would 
have probably dragged on with¬ 
out any exhilarating, exciting, or : 
agonizing surprises, had it not > 
been for this transient incident \ 
which could have remained so, \ 
but for his damned absurd con¬ 
duct that had interrupted the ; 
rhythm and equilibrium of his ' 
life. 

lie held the signed petition . 
and thought of the lie contained 
in it, who would expect the min -' 
istry to respond positively to sev- • 
erai signatures, to sympathize 
with, adopt, and provide the girt : 
with education, training, and ac¬ 
commodation? Scores of similar 
girts swarm the streets of Am- ; 
man, unattended to by either the ■ 
ministry of development or state ■ 
institutions; and if the lie were . 
so evident, why should he vindi¬ 
cate it? Can there be anything 
imperceptibly concealed? Can 
there be any undeclared motives ' 
dictating his conduct? If he were 
given sufficient time, he would 
reveal them brazenly and , 
straight forwardly to himself or ' 
unveil himself, lie war taken in. 
by the accelerating flow of 
events, recovering from a crisis, 
only to find himself immersed in 
another..." 

In The Alien , Adi Mdanat con¬ 
fronts us with a moral dilemma 
that has far-reaching, social im¬ 
plications: A disabled young 
girl, with an exceptional propen¬ 
sity for acquiring and applying 
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By Maggie James 

LIVERPOOL — Artefacts from 
two of Lhc best known archaeo¬ 
logical sites in Jordan, Pcua and 
Jerosh, were amongst highlights 
of a recent exhibition at the Liv¬ 
erpool Museum in England. 

Jordan: Treasures from an An¬ 
cient Land featured Neolithic 
statues, mosaics and folk cos¬ 
tumes from Petra and Jerash, the 
finest surviving example of a 
provincial Roman City. 

The Neolithic sialues, more 
than 8,000 years old, are the ear¬ 
liest known representations of 
(he human form, while intricate 
mosaics from the floors of early 
Christian churches depieL ani¬ 
mals and people in remarkable 
detail. 

Folk clothing and silver jewel¬ 
ry worn by bedouin and town 
folk vividly illustrate the role of 
costume, particularly in women's 
lives. 

Dr Piotr Bienkowski, curator 
of Egyptian and Near Eastern 
Antiquities at the Liverpool Mu¬ 
seum, who has been surveying 
ancient sites in Jordon over the 
last 10 years, commented, "Jor¬ 
dan sits at the hub of the Middle 
East, a volatile yet crucial region 
of the world. In ancient limes it 
was a major communications 
route to the great empires of 
Egypt, Assyria, Persia and 
Rome. 

"The exhibition is a culmina¬ 
tion of the tremendous progress 
which has been made over the 
last 10 years. Traditionally, we 
have regarded Jordan os periph¬ 
eral, because the Bible empha- 
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Jordan's harvest of 
ancient cultures 


sises Palestine, but our work has 
helped to alter the perception of 
Jordan's strategic rale. 

"So for most studies on Jordan 
hove been geographical or his- 
toricul surveys. For the first lime 
we have looked to Jordan as a 
region with a separate artistic 
identity. It is an art of synthesis 
encompassing the influences of 
countries like EgypL and Meso¬ 
potamia. But for all that, its art is 
original." 

Following on initial suggestion 
by HM Queen Noor, plans for 
the exhibition were firmed up in 
on agreement signed in Amman 
Inst year between the Jordanian 
Ministry of Tourism and Richard 
Foster, director of National Mu¬ 
seums and Galleries on Mersey¬ 
side. 

In conjunction with the exhibi¬ 
tion Bienkowski hus written a 
book entitled The Art of Jordan: 
Treasures from an Ancient Land . 
He sees Lhe climate and the 
country's location as the two ma¬ 
jor factors which have influ¬ 
enced Jordan's history from ear¬ 
liest limes. The former, notably 
the relatively high rainfall, has 
meant that the fertile north has 
always been more densely set¬ 
tled by farmers, villagers and 
town dwellers than the south and 
east. In some periods in the past 
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there was no 
scidcd popula¬ 
tion in ihcse ar¬ 
eas due to the 
arid and harsh 
conditions. The 
nomadic bed¬ 
ouins were the 
only inhabi¬ 
tants of much 
of the country. 

He adds that 
because of its 
geographical 
position the 
country is. at 
the centre of 
communication 
s and routes of 
trade for the Mosaic floor 
entire Near 
East. In ancient 

times control of Jordan was seen 
as a strategic necessity. It stood 
on the caravan route from Arabia 
to Damascus, and it was a valua¬ 
ble source of copper. Each of the 
great empires occupied the coun¬ 
try. Even Qt limes of independent 
kingdoms, the area was constant¬ 
ly harassed and occasionally oc¬ 
cupied by enemy states from the 
north, east and west. 

A variety of sculptures from 
Neolithic to Roman times, in ter¬ 
racotta, limestone, clay, sand¬ 
stone and ceramic are testimony 
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Mosaic floor at Qasr El Hattabat 


to the ancicnL cultures which 
have influenced die country. 

A number of gold, silver, 
bone-, ivory and glass items arc 
also shown and their uses ex¬ 
plained. For example, bone was 
frequently used for harpoons, ar¬ 
rowheads, and other piercing 
tools such as awls, needles and 
pins; it was also used for beads. 

A brief survey of mosaics tells 
how the region is rich in this an 
form — die first mosaic was dis¬ 
covered at Madaba in Jordan in 
1880 and they arc still being un- 
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earthed in the area. 

Writing on traditional costume 
in Jordanian culture in the book, 
Widad Kawar who has been col¬ 
lecting Jordanian, Palestinian 
and Syrian costumes for more 
Uian thirty years, maintains that 
Jordanian costume is character¬ 
ized by its elegance, sophistica¬ 
tion and originality. Unlike other 
traditional costumes of the area, 
Jordanian costume, except for 
the norUicm region, is not influ¬ 
enced by any other ethnic attire. 

A survey of folk jewelry 
rounds off the book. Birgit 
Mershen describes Jordanian 
folk jewel 17 ns a "portable bank 
account." Aldiough women wear 
most of the jewelry diey own 
even during work, it represents a 
woman's economic reserves in 
limes of need. Interestingly, 
most pieces of jewelry contain 
something thought to ward off 
the 'evil eye'. This parily relates 
to the ambiguous nature of jew¬ 
elry: Meant as a means to embel¬ 
lish, to attract attention, it is in 
itself a source for envy, consid¬ 
ered to be one of the main causes 
for the 'evil eye’ which is 
thought to cause all kinds of 
damage, says Mershen. 

The art and heritage of Jordan 
is considerable, ns reflected by 
the cornucopia of artefacts repre¬ 
senting this ancient culture. ■ 

THE ART OF JORDAN: 
Treasures From an Ancient 
Land. Edited by Piutr Bien¬ 
kowski. Alan Sutton Publish¬ 
ing. 178pp. £14.95 
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"Alilan" Nabil and Hisham: 


'We will be more fun than the parliament!' 


By Vesnn Masharqa 

Special to Hie Star 

JORDAN'S FIRST political the¬ 
ater has emerged — one of the 
many new oris enterprises which 
havc.been springing up in the 
posL-war period. 

"We will open up some time 
alter Ramadan in l Kaan Zam- 
aan ' where we are adapting the 
second floor of Lhe old castle 
. into a theater," said actor and 
playwright Nabjl S&walha and 
TV actor and script writer His¬ 
ham Yanis. Both actors ore cur¬ 
rently at the peak of their popu¬ 
larity, featuring with actress 
Nadira Amran in the TV comedy 
"Ahlan". : 

"Our aspiration is to develop a 
- genuine political theater in Jor¬ 
dan and to set high standards for 
the socitU satire gciirc t H . : said 
' Yanis and Sawalha. They also 
mentioned the topics they aim to 
-focus on.in their theater, such as 
the new world' order, political 


and geographical borders 
amongst Arab countries, the im¬ 
pact of new technology on the 
Arab world, obstacles to thepror 
cess o.f world unification and 
many other aspects of local and 
Arab life seen from the perspec¬ 
tive of ordinary citizens. 

Sawolha and Yanis have emi¬ 
nent artistic careers, Suwalha 
was a founder of the first Jorda¬ 
nian National Theater, and is a 
prosperous actor and playwrlghi, 
and Yanis has wriuen 73 bedou¬ 
in and historical scries for TV, 
besides acting. In the field or so¬ 
cial and political comedy both 
are still remembered as charac¬ 
ters in the shows "Between us” 
(Snwnlha) and "Nights of Am¬ 
man" (Yanis). 

. "Alilon" was their first project 
together, and they recalled it as 0 
wonderful experience. Here they. 
were given maximum freedbm 
of self-expression, and the right 
to interfere in all aspects of pro¬ 
duction for the sake of artistic 


quality. 

"Ahlan" was written and acted 
by Yanis and Sawalha and was 
directed by Victoria Omeish, 
whom they privately called die 
"lady of golden touches when it 
comes to beauty and elegance in 
each shot and its composition." 

"Team work is more difficult, 
but more interesting," said Ome¬ 
ish. "It needs a lot of tolerance, 
mutual understanding and com¬ 
promise." 

A series of 13 episodes, "Ah¬ 
lan" has been gathering Jordani¬ 
an families in front of their TVs 
every Thursday night. It Is pre¬ 
sented In the form of excerpts 
from daily life, shown through a 
variety of characters belonging 
to different ethnic, political, so¬ 
cial and cultural backgrounds. 

"We introduce more than 50 
characters," said Yanis, "and for 
the first time tackle issues like 
the. Parliament, problems in pie 
government, the dreams of peo¬ 
ple who want to become minis¬ 


ters and many 
other topics. 

He said that 70 
percent of the 
show deals 
with social as¬ 
pects, disclos¬ 
ing the more 
sensitive issues 
of Jordanian 
traditional life 
and talking 
more freely 
about the inti- 
-mate sides to 
marriage and the family. 

. "Ahlan"'s popularity is also 
down to its imaginative portrayal 
of society, comically depicted by 
its contradictions and absurdity. 
It delves into class attitudes, so¬ 
cial values and traditions, and 
the things that make people 
think and laugh. As Sawalha 
summarized: 

, "We introduce fresh images of 
odd examples of behavior which 
have long been taken for granted 
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as being right. We mirror charac¬ 
ters ana situations, leaving iL for 
the people to decide what to do 
after seeing themselves in lliese 
mirrors." 

Both Sawalha and Yanis con¬ 
fessed that straight acting is less 
fulfilling for them as actors and 
their roles ns co-stars give less 
comfort to the ego, but they 
agreed that their work "enriched 
their understanding and assess¬ 
ment of the power of givfng and 
cooperating/' 

Meeting Sawalha and Yanis 
together one sees their different 
personalities. They ore both sen¬ 
sible and irnuional, stubborn and 
compliant, emotional and ration¬ 
al, thorough and soft. One is 
talkative,' the other economizes 
his words. Both have p good 
sense of humor. Their character 
contradictions help them create 
spontaneous dramatic tension 
and a vibrant, comic atmosphere. 

Talking of future work, they 
believe that their political theater 
will thrive under the growirtg 
democratic "movement. "The 
only political theater in Jordan is 
otir Parliament," said Sawnl- 
J arpi shre we "will, be 
. tnord fun than (hey arc.” ■ 
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THE STAR 


By Marius/. Kuklinski 

LONDON — The almost sudden 
independence of the former So¬ 
viet republics in the Trnnscauca- 
sus and Ccniral Asia Iins re¬ 
drawn the political map of the 
area, giving rise to new alliances 
ami rivalries and new spheres of 
intlueiict. 

A century ago 'The GrcuL 
Game’ was played in die region 
by Russia and Britain and, when 
die Cold War ensued, the mori¬ 
bund USSR look on (lie Russian 
manile and found itself pi Lied 
against die West as a whole ami 
lhe I 'oiled Stales specifically. 

Partly due -10 the preoccupation 
ul die great players with domes¬ 
tic problems and with such mun¬ 
dane matters as the fights for re- 
election by the incumbents, a 
new ’great game' is yet to materi¬ 
alize. But signs that it is taking 
sliape have become upparem. At 
the outset, however, the new 
great game is more likely to in¬ 
volve the emergent regional 
powers than the distant players 
from die Wcsl. 

Turkey, Iran and Afghanistan 
seem best placed — and poised 
— to make use of the new op¬ 
portunities though Saudi Arabia, 
Pakistan and China ore moving 
in, too. This has obvious rewards 
us well us risks, as Europeans al¬ 
ready have found to their great 
dismay. The 'liberation' of east¬ 
ern Europe from communism 
ami the unraveling of the Soviet 
Union has fuelled movements to¬ 
wards devaluation even in tradi¬ 
tionally cohesive states such us 
the United Kingdom. 

One major question facing 
each of the primary players is 
whether the legitimate drive to¬ 
wards independence is soon to 
become a striving for separatism 
and whether the lure of a separ¬ 
ate identity now threatens to in¬ 
spire not only the former autono¬ 
mous regions and republics! of 
the USSR hut also the communi¬ 
ties across established borders. 
In other words, is (lie deceased 
Soviet Union ubotii to exact its 
revenge from the grave? 

The spectre of "Greater Tur¬ 
key' looms large in this new fir¬ 
mament. Professor Vimlij Nauiti- 
kiti. Cornier head of the Arabic 
Department at Moscow Suite 
University who now heads the 
Russian Center for Strategic Re¬ 
search ami International Studies, 
said in London recently that 
sonio Turkish officials firmly be¬ 
lieve (hut the fomier southern 
Soviet republics are essentially 
populated by Turkic peoples 
who have failed to buckle under 
the weight of three generations 
of Bolshevism. Turkey, he be¬ 
lieves, may be unwilling or una¬ 
ble to bankroll the rebuilding of 
Central Asia but is unlikely to 
abandon what it considers to be 
a natural cultural extension of 
the Anatolian heartland. 

Constitutionally secular and 
politically West-oriented, Tur¬ 
key is by far the most attractive 
model for the area. Even the Az¬ 
eris, the only major Shiite com¬ 
munity in lhe former Soviet. Un¬ 
ion, despite their confcssionui 
relations with Iran, have fol¬ 
lowed the Turkish path of secu¬ 
larization. Jt is hhrdiy surprising 
tiiai the idea of a Greater Turkc- 
suin — a union of all Turkic 
peoples, including noivMuslims, 
Christians and Lamaists in Sibe¬ 
ria, has gradually taken hold in 
the area. Ironically it has found 
support not only in Turkey but 
also in the Arab states anxious to 
thwart Iranian attempts (0 spread 
the influence of (he Islamic 1 Re¬ 
public, . 
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The emergence of independent states in Central Asia has set in motion a 
process of changing alliances in the manner of The Great Game that the former 
imperialist powers, Britain and Russia, played over the heads of millions of 
inhabitants about a century ago. 

4 strategically important not only 
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In an effort to bind die new in- it 
dependent suites into a commu- ag: 
nity, Turkey has been cncourag- of 
ing them to replace the cyrillic I 
script with Latin rather than Ara- so 
bie script — despite strong local cv 
pressures to opt for the latter. In sei 
a notable compromise llic Uzbe- (hi 

kisinn government has decided su 
to keep the cyrillic alphabet in bii 
everyday use but introduce the _ 
Arabic script as well ns the Inn- • 
giumy in all the schools. 

U 11 the otlici hand, Tajikistan 
is about to adopt die Arabic 
script precisely because it is 
afraid of being Submerged in a 
Turkic world. Though there is li 
split l*otween its pro-communist 
north and an Islamic soudi, Taji¬ 
kistan has a weak democratic 
uadition and a strong Islamic po¬ 
litical establishment anil, in the 
view of Naumkiii, thus is most 
vulnerable to a fundamentalist 
utkeover. Because of llic eUtnic 
affinity of the Tajiks to the Irani¬ 
ans and Uicir religious orienta¬ 
tion, if an Islamic suite does 
emerge in Tajikistan, K would 
inevitably be pro-Iranian. 

Iran itself however has to cope 
with a large (30 per cent) Azeri 
minority and thus has an interest 
in preventing a resurgence of : 
Azeri nationalism that leads to a 
spillover of separatist trends in 
its own Azerbaijan. Furthcrpipro, 
despite its Islamic commitments, 

Iran cannot ignore its own in-, 
fluential and rich Armenian 
community and so far has been 
seen performing a balancing act ; 
keeping on the good side of ' 
Azerbaijan but also providing . 
technical assistaitce 10 Armenia. •;: 

For the pragmatists in the Ira- 1 
nian leadership, relations with 
Clirisiian states like Arjnonto arc 
equally important us they sigrti- . 
fy, purticulqrly for tip West', that ; 

narrow-minded Islamic ism has - 
ho place in the 'new' Iran. Iran is' • '•> 
active also in Turkmenia, where ,; 


it signed economic and trade 
agreements, though the volume 
of business remains small. 

But die active role being 
sought by Iran has raised die in¬ 
evitable question of whether it is 
seeking regional pre-eminence at 
the exjiensu of other contenders 
such us Afghanistan, Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and Pukisutn. The indepen- 
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surge nee of a political movement. 

The one country seldom men¬ 
tioned as an actor in the new 
’Great Game ’.which nonetheless 
is very active in Ccniral Asia, is 
Pakistan. It would be interesting 
to sec whether the recent revela¬ 
tion abouL Pakistan’s nuclear 
progress — for a decade hardly a 
secret to any diligent observer 
— have anything to do with the 
impending visit to New Delhi by 
die Russian president, Boris 
Yeltsin. Pakistan's nuclear capa¬ 
bility, however, will sircngihen 
the IkiikI of those around Presi¬ 
dent Na/.arhaev of Kazakhstan 
who want', to keep, rather than 
scrap, the strategic nuclear mis¬ 
siles inherited from the USSR. 

Thai the newly emergent Cen¬ 
tral Asia is destined to play a 
role not only vis-a-vis South 
Asia and Lhe Cmlf but also in re¬ 
lation to China was illustrated 
recently. When Nazarbaev was 
asked during u visit to London 
whether dicrc was a risk of sep¬ 
aratist feelings in his country 
spilling into China, splitting Sin- 
kiang (with its Kazakhs and Uy- 
ghurs) from Beijing, he diplo¬ 
matically replied that he wants 
good relations both with Beijing 
and the Sinkiang. 

China has a special interest in 
keeping on good terms with Ka¬ 
zakhstan and, with that in view, 
relations between the iwo coun¬ 
tries have improved, in some 
places along the frontier there is 
a very active trade and free 
movement of people. 

But China, which liberalized 
Us economy somewhat but re¬ 
mains a largely auihoriinriun po¬ 
litical entity, is not regarded os a 
credible model for reforms in 
Central Asia. Nevertheless, ns 
the new game is set in the re¬ 
gion, China is certain to emerge 
as one of the key players in it 
and eager not to be outdone- by 
other contenders in the field. ■ 
Academic File 

Mnriusz Kuklinski is a writer 
and rcsourcher based in Lon¬ 
don 
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Our Say 


Western leaders should listen 

THE VISIT by His Majesty King Hussein to the United States and other 
Western capitals is an important one to Jordan, the Arabs and the peace 
process. It is the first visit by the King to the United States since the Gulf 
crisis. When the King saw President George Bush last, it was to promote 
a peaceful solution to Iraq's occupation of Kuwait. The King's efforts did 
not succeed and the result was a devastating war that destroyed Iraq and 
Kuwait and fractured inter-Arab relations. The war also heralded the 
downfall of the Soviet empire and the rise of a plethora of new republics 
in the former USSR. The balance of global power has changed and the 
Arab world, like most other regions of the world, has had to go through 
difficult times and adapt to the new geo-political realities. 

Jordan was no exception. But it is probably because of King Hussein's 
farsightedness that Jordan managed to survive the ordeal of the last two 
years, but not without a price. Jordan's economy was dealt a severe s?t 
back. Arab assistance to Jordan was cut in punishment for its moderate 
and rational position and thousands of its subjects were badly treated and 
expelled from Kuwait as a result. 

Tt took patience and vision to steer the country through these and other 
difficult challenges. Today Jordan stands at the forefront of the peace 
process. It is again playing a vital role in maintaining the momentum and 
drive of the peace negotiations, in spite of the obstacles created by Israel. 

The King's meeting in Washington with President Bush should help 
clear the air between Jordan and the United Slates. It should also pave 
the way for further understanding on the part of the Bush administration 
of the need for peace in the region. While this is an election year for Mr 
Bush, King Hussein will repeat the message to American officials and 
representatives that peaoe in the Middle East arid the applicability of UN 
■ Security Council resolutions on Israel's occupation of Arab lands must 
be viewed in their entirety as the basis for long-term stability and securi¬ 
ty in this; part of the world. 

The. King will be able to exchange views with President Bush on what 
has been achieved so far in the peace negotiations. It is hoped that the 
King will be able to receive a firm commitment from the Bush adminis¬ 
tration towards breaking the current deadlock in negotiations arid moving 
the parriesinto discussing substantial issues. 

The King's visit is also important from a wider Arab perspective. Jor¬ 
dan has always contributed to the understanding of Western leaders 
about the Middle East, Its politics and the forces of change that are shap¬ 
ing it. In his meetings with French and Geiman leaders, the King will be 
able to engage these Countries further in the development of the region. 
His,calls should echo throughout these capitals. Peace in,the Middle East 
. alone will not be enough to create stability.and security. There has to be 
serious foreign involvement jn;the economic development of the region 
and in restructuring the econbmies of Us countries. 

.While the Gulf crisis may have launched the Middle East peace pro- ; 
cess info existence, nothing can sustain It bift the deteimination of the re¬ 
gion's leaders. King' Hussein has shown Jordan's commitment to peace! 
arid to working with others to attain it. But; if the world loses interest in' 
' the region's prospects arid turns, to other issues',-the fires of extremism 
; could soon return; King Hussein has something to say to Westeni lead- ' 
‘ ers. We hope they will listen arid act accordingly. ■ 


US census worker is punished 
for estimating Iraqi death toll 


By Barton Gellman 

LATE LAST fall, the Census Bureau as¬ 
signed a 29-year-old demographer to up¬ 
date the government's population estimate 
for Iraq. Beth Osborne Dapontc quickly 
found herself drawn into one of the most 
sensitive political questions of the Gulf 
War. 

How many Iraqis died during the war 
and its aftermath? The answer, officially 
taboo in the Bush administration, was in¬ 
dispensable to Dapontc's calculations. In 
January, when a reporter asked for her es¬ 
timates, she told him: 86,194 men, 39,612 
women and 32,195 children died at the 
hands of the American-led coalition forc¬ 
es, during the domestic rebellions that fol¬ 
lowed, and from post-war deprivation. 

Last week, after weeks of turmoil dur¬ 
ing which she was removed from the Iraqi 
project and her Files disappeared from her 
desk, Dapontc was told she is to be fired. 
Barbara Boyle Torrey, her boss at the bu¬ 
reau's Center for International Research, 
wrote that Dapontc's report included 
"false information" and demonstrated "un- 
trustworthincss or unreliability." She also 
accused Daponte of refusing to cooperate 
with a security clearance investigation. 

The White House and Pentagon consis¬ 
tently have sought to suppress discussion 
of Iraqi casualties, directing analysts and 
military officers not to provide estimates 
or professional judgments. Defense Secre¬ 
tary Dick Cheney said the day the war 
ended that "we have no way of knowing 
precisely how many casualties occurred* 
during the fighting itself, and predicted 
that "we may never know." 

"I think that Beth is collateral damage 
in the government's campaign to avoid 
discussing the question of Iraqi casual¬ 
ties," said William Arkin, a former intelli¬ 
gence officer who now does military anal¬ 
ysis for Greenpeace. "I think this is an 
ugly case of retribution." 

Frank Hobbs, Daponte’s immediate su¬ 
perior, declined to comment. Karen 
Wheeles, a bureau spokeswoman, said ret¬ 
ribution "was not the reason" for Da¬ 
ponte's removal but that she could not dis¬ 
cuss the case without violating Daponte's 
privacy. "Any of us, when we're in trou¬ 
ble, we don't want to look at ourselves as 
the reason for our trouble," Wheeles said. 
"Thai's just human nature." 

Daponte, a GS-11 employee, has said 
she is seeking advice from the American 
Civil Liberties Union and private lawyers. 
An aide to Rep. Tom Sawyer (D-Ohio), 
who chairs a House subcommittee that 
oversees the census, said Sawyer had 
been following Daponte's case and 
planned to investigate her firing. 

. "Certainly if what she is alleging is true, 
it would be enormously disturbing," ifie 
aide said. 

Daponte's firing is based officially al¬ 
most entirely on a disagreement between 
the demographer and retired Army Colo¬ 
nel Trevor Dupiiy, a military historian she 
interviewed as part of her march. Dupuy 
told census officials, and has confirmed in 
an interview; that he did not agree with 
; assumptions about civilian deaths that Da- 
ponio attributed to him. 

Daponte, who showed her hand-written 
: notes of the conversation to a reporter,. 
.: said that: if'she misrepresented Dupuy it 
was ari honest mistake;'Dupuy said in the 
interview that he had no basis” to believe 
• Daponte had "deliberately distorted what I 


But in the notice of termination, Torrey 



described Daponte's reliance on "false in¬ 
formation" as "a major violation of trust, 
for which removal is the only effective 
sanction." 

Experts in federal employment law said 
it was highly unusual for the government 
to fire an employee in these circumstanc¬ 
es without trying to resolve the discrepan¬ 
cy between Daponte and Dupuy. "She's 
not the first federal employee to make a 
mistake, if that's what occurred, and not 
everybody who makes a mistake gets 
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fired," said Joseph Sellers of the Wash¬ 
ington Lawyers Committee for Civil 
Rights. "It smacks of either retaliation or 
a whistle-blower type of phenomenon, 
where a person discloses something an 
agency would prefer not to be aired pub¬ 
licly." 

Daponte had no access to classified in¬ 
formation in preparing her study. She 
based it instead on a review of literature 
on casually modeling and on the Gulf 
War. Her estimates — a total of 158,000 
Iraqi dead, including 40,000 direct mili¬ 
tary deaths, 13,000 immediate civilian 
deaths, 35,000 post-war deaths in the 
Shiite and Kurdish rebellions, and 70,000 
deaths due to the public health conse¬ 
quences of wartime damage lo electricity 
and sewage treatment plants — fall gener¬ 
ally within the middle range of other ex¬ 
pert calculations. 

The information Daponte gave to Rob¬ 
ert Bunts, an Associated Press reporter 
who called her in January, would have 
been available to anyone who came to her 
office and asked for the Iraqi folder for 
the "World Population 1992" handbook. 
Daponte said the file disappeared from 
her desk shortly after Bums's story ap¬ 
peared in The Washington Post and is 
still missing. ' 

Hobbs and another supervisor later re¬ 
wrote and released Daponte's report, re¬ 
ducing the number of direct, wartime ci¬ 
vilian deaths from 13,000 to 5,000 and 
eliminating a Daponte chart breaking 
down the figures for men, women and 
children^ . .. 

"I .think it's rather scary that if an em¬ 
ployee releases public information to the 
public, they can get fired for it," Daponte 
said. "My salary had been paid by tax dol¬ 
lars. I thought the public was entitled to 
know what we had come up with." ■ 
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Realism in retreat: 


The shaky prospects for peace 
in the Middle East 



By Roger Matthews 

TALKING OF peucc while watching the 
seeds of conflict grow is a Middle East 
trail that seems to survive even the worst 
conflicts. 

A year ago, when small, rich Kuwait 
was liberated, the Middle East looked less 
militarily threatening than it had for dec¬ 
ades and George Bush seemed guaranteed 
a second presidential term. Twelve 
months on, there arc still peace talks on 
the agenda. But as the peace process drags 
on, the guns arc firing again and the 
achievements of the Gulf War have be¬ 
come much less obvious for the Middle 
East in general and Mr Bush in particular. 

The defeat of Iraqi forces in Kuwait had 
offered the region much more than just 
die chance to rid itself of tyrants, while 
Mr Bush had the opportunity to capitalize 
on the triumph of becoming the US leader 
who presided over the joint burial of com¬ 
munism and the bitter memory of Viet¬ 
nam. Logic alone suggested that after 
such a huge international effort, the Mid¬ 
dle East would not to be allowed to fester 
and erupt in the same way again. 

There were positive changes. For the 
first time in its post-colonial history, the 
Middle East was demonstrably free from 
superpower rivalry, Israel had been per¬ 
suaded to exercise wholly uncharacteristic 
military restraint and there was talk in 
Western capitals of moving towards a res¬ 
olution of some of the Middle East's worst 
political injustices and economic dispari¬ 
ties. If there was to be a new Middle East 
order, Mr Bush and James Baker, the sec¬ 
retary of state, were uniquely placed to be 
both architects and guarantors. 

Those hopes have dissipated with 
alarming speed. After the events or the 
past weeks, not least in New Hampshire, 
the defeated President Saddam Hussein is 
crowing about being more secure in Bagh¬ 
dad than tire victorious Mr Bush is in 
Washington, Israel's assassination of 
Sheikh Abbus Musawi, the Shin leader in 
southern Lebanon, and his family has in¬ 
flamed not just the local community but 
sem a message to Muslim communities 
throughout lire Middle East. 

Israeli tanks have subsequently brushed 
aside UN peace keeping forces and 
punched deeper into southern Lebanon in 
what is certain to be another doomed at¬ 
tempt to impose political compliance 
through military punishment. The US, 
meanwhile, is still trumpeting its pursuit 
of Saddam Hussein, is threatening tougher 
action against Libya and has supported 
the cancellation of elections in Algeria. 

Token individually, each event has its 
particular motivation. Taken severally, it 
is small wonder that the region's radicals 
think they are poised to claw back much 
of the ground conceded to the US and the 
more moderate Arab regimes at the time 
of the Gulf War. They argued then that 
the US viewed the Gulf conflict primarily 
as an opportunity to crush Iraq and to en¬ 
sure that a pliant Saudi Arabia would en¬ 
sure cheap long-term oil supplies. They 
insisted that beyond the borders of Israel, 
Mr Bush cared little for the people of the 
region, would make scant efforts to assist 
• domestic victims of Iraq's aggression and 
never intended to offer more than a token 
effort to resolve the Palestinian Issue. 

The extremist propaganda image of Is¬ 
rael and the US jointly beating their Arab 
opponents into: submission retains more 
potency among some populations than 
■ anything which; can be advanced by 
■. America’s friends in support of their rela¬ 
tionship. • 1 j, ■' ' 

- v Against this background,: Palestinians, 





continue to gather for peace negotiations 
which, as the participants arc all too well 
aware, look increasingly at odds with the 
political mood of the Middle East. 

The peace process, launched in Madrid 
at the end of last October, reflected pri¬ 
marily the changed strategic circumstanc¬ 
es of the participating nations. The col¬ 
lapse of the Soviet Union had left the 
Palestinians and Israel's Arab opponents 
without a sponsor or protector. President 
Hafez A1 Assad of Syria, hitherto Israel's 
most durable enemy, saw a compensating 
degree of protection by acceding to US re¬ 
quests and agreed to negotiate, pulling 
Lebanon with him. 

Yitzhak Shamir, Israel's prime minister, 
come with even greater reluctance, stress¬ 
ing that Israel would not concede an inch 
more of the Innd it had occupied since 
1967 and could offer nothing other than 
peace in return Tor peace. To reinforce 
that assertion, Israel nccclcmicd its settle¬ 
ment building program in the occupied 
territories anil saw nothing contradictory 
in simultaneously asking the US lo guar¬ 
antee loans of S 10 billion needed to settle 
immigrants from die former Soviet Union. 

After all this, Israel still suffers a credi¬ 
bility gap. Its problem is that tire US and 
oilier Western governments prefer to in¬ 
terpret Mr Shamir's most hardline state¬ 
ments as negotiating positions rather than 
simple statements of conviction. When 
Mr Shamir says that Jews must forever 
have the right to settle in (he biblical lands 
of Judea and Samaria (the West Bank) it 
should be supposed he believes that as 
fervently as he does in a united Jerusalem 
under Israeli sovereignty. 

There is nothing contradictory for Mr 

At grass roots, the political 
ground is being more surely 
prepared for extremism than 
it is for the more pragmatic 


he is successful there is no justification 
for Arab governments to expect anything 
more than the most modest flexibility in 
Likud policy. A victory for Yitzhak Ra¬ 
bin, newly returned to lead the opposition 
Labor Party, would, on the other hand, 
open the way to the offer of some form of 
autonomy for the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza, although Mr Rabin's 
chances of winning depend on him ap¬ 
pearing to the electorate to be almost as 
lough as Mr Shamir. If the election result 
is indecisive, as it often has been in the 
past, the two men would probably work 
together in a national unity government. 

A politically astute Mr Shamir docs, 
however, have the opportunity to rob Mr 
Rabin of some of his electoral appeal. He 
can put on the table in Washington the 
framework of an autonomy agreement for 
die Palestinians along the lines of the 
Camp David accords reached during the 
negotiations with President Sadat in 1978. 
This will simultaneously improve rcla- 
dons with the US. It will not answer Pal¬ 
estinian aspirations for self-determination, 
but tt would nssist the negotiating teams 
by indicating there was some longer-term 
purpose to the pence process. 

But Mr Shamir has contributed addi¬ 
tionally to the pressures which will even¬ 
tually provoke the collapse or the peace 
process, by instructing the Israeli team in 
Washington to ovoid any proposals on 
substantive issues. He knows the Arab 
delegations must be getting near the 
brink. Syria and Lebanon boycotted the 
multilateral phase of the process in Mos¬ 
cow earlier this month in protest at Israel’s 
refusal to concede the principle of ex¬ 
changing territory for peace. 

•. With the alarm bells ringing again in 
Damascus over Israel's latest incursion 
into Lebanon, President Assad must be 
finding It increasingly difficult to recon¬ 
cile participating in the peace talks. There 
. are similar. tensions, in the Palestinian 
camp. 

■ They would, of course, rather slay with¬ 
in .the process. To pull out serves not just 


Regional 


ROUND-UP 


AMMAN— King Hussein began a five- 
country tour on Sunday. The King visited 
Iceland where he conferred with me coun¬ 
try's president and prime minister. He also 
visited Canada. In the United Slates, the 
King will meet Thursday with US Presi¬ 
dent George Bush for tnc first time since 
August 1990. The King is expected lo 
press president Bush for a more active 
American role in the Arab-isracli peace 
talks. On his way back, the King will visit 
France and Germany and confer with the 
countries' leaders. 

ANKARA — Turkey's intelligence chief 
has said rebel Kurds fighting Tor indepen¬ 
dence will launch an uprising in the Mid¬ 
dle of this montii to coincide with Turkish 
new year celebrations. The Kurdish 
Workers Party has vowed to launcli a 
spring offensive and full-scale popular up¬ 
rising in the southeast. 

ANKARA — An Israeli diplomat was 
killed Saturday in the Turkish capital by a 
carbomb blast. Three people were wound¬ 
ed. Two Islamic groups claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the attack, which conics two • 
weeks after Israel's killing of Lebanese 
Shiite leader Abbas Musawi. 

AMMAN — King Hussein met Iraqi 
vice-premier Tarek Aziz Saturday and 
bad talks with him on issues of mutual in¬ 
terest. Mr Aziz arrived in Amman for a 
visit en route to New York to present his 
country's reply to UN charges that tt is vi¬ 
olating Gulf war cease-fire terms. He will 
also push for the lifting of international - 
sanctions against Iraq. Meanwhile, the 
UN sanctions committee has refused on 
Iraqi request for a daily flight by Iraq pas¬ 
senger planes between Baghdad and Am¬ 
man. It also refused another request that 
an Iraqi Boeing 727 be allowed to be re¬ 
turned for use in flights between Baghdad 
and Basra. 

WASHINGTON — Syria's chief nego¬ 
tiator at the Midcasi peace talks has said 
Israel could have peace with the Arabs if 
il made a commitment to give up alt the 
land it seized in the 1967 war. .MuwnfTaq 
A1 Allaf told reporters in Washington that 
the Arabs want to end the conflict with Is-, 
racl. 

ALGIERS — The banned Islamic Salva¬ 
tion Front warned against the outbreak of 
civil war in Algeria after its dissolution by 
the authorities, tt said the fake calm pre¬ 
vailing could be a prelude to civil strife. 


realism that seemed possible . Israel's hawks but extremists throughout 
reausm mm sccmcu ^ ^ wQrl(j Bul lhere comes a point 

a year ago . when the 'domestic dangers may be judged 
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avearaeo. When the domestic dangers may be judged »geo Musum mraun me uauigxmeor . 

■ ■ ■■• ' * .to greater than the International blame ■ 

Shamir in sending mnks imo southern ‘bec/^le. in iht gS 

Lebanon while proU^tingadeterminaUOT -Arab world to whip upland stBtaln popu- jjjgjf * e Egypti^Lderaliip on .Mon- ; 
to secure peace. Before him, Menachem ;; Jar support through anu-Israell and anil- ^ ^ sources’ said the plotters. 

Begin, the former Likud pnme minister , American rhetoric than through any other., including army officers, received .finan-. 
who died this week, ordered a far larger Jorm of political agitationi :■ •. cial backing from Iran and Irad. A number 

invasion of Lebanon in.il978, only a few • : 1 The Gulf War added to the personal, po-, . bf arresis have been made- ^ : 

montos after President: Anwar SMatdf>: Htlcalahd economic ipisefy of tens of mil-i ■. . . "I; 

Egypt opened prospects;for peace by be- . ljons of people in the region. Thai misery NOUACKCHOTT , y-. President 
coming the first Arab leader to visit Israel continues and is growing. Al grass roots,, Maouya Ould Sid f Ahmad Taya’s party 
These altitudes do.howeyer, ppseprob- the political ground is being mrire surely scored a majority in Mauritania’s parita- 
lems for the Bush administration, Mr Sha 1 . ^prepared for extremist than 4 is‘ for the memary elections. Political analysts said 
mir was recently re-elected as leader Of more:pragmtuic.reaJism .that, seemed pqs-. an opposition boycoU. spathy andlhefast- 
his Likud Party and wiji gp into the ; Jiiite^;;. 1 :?ibleia yesirag}o.l!l'; : .• |: i : 1 Ing month of; Ramadan kept-turnout 

Sera!' deciionsstire favoritetowih.Financial Times low in the first round of rVotidg,- > 


isier Menachem Begin died Monday al 
the age of 79. As prime minister, Begin 
signed the separate peace treaty with 
Egypt in 1979 brokered by former US 
President Jimmy Carter. Begin ordered 
the bombing of the Iraqi nuclear reactor in 
1981 and the invasion of Lebanon In 
1982. During the British mandate over; 
Palestine, Begin led a terrorist group and 
was wanted lor murder by the British au¬ 
thorities, 

CAIRO — Police have arrested 67 al¬ 
leged Muslim extremists Includingonoof 
the men who shot dead a police orficer in 
southern - Egypt this week, a security 
• source has said. Egyptian sources also dis¬ 
closed the uncovering of a plot to over-- 
throw the Egyptian leadership on .Mpn-.' 
■day. The sources' said the plotters, 
including army officers, received .finan-. 
- cial tracking from Iran and Iraq. A number. 

’ of arresis have been made.. " • 
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Ramadan in Pakistan: 



A month of fasting and 
praying, charity and sharing 


By Hfnd-Lara Mango 

Special To The Siar 

THE HOLY month of Ramadan 
is celebrated with traditional rev¬ 
erence and fervor in Pakistan. 
Being a Muslim country, Paki¬ 
stan views this month with great 
sanctity and as one that teaches 
mental and physical self control. 
"This montii is for fasting and 
praying, for charily and sharing," 
said Brazil ip-born Cristina 
Afridi, wife or the Pakistani am¬ 
bassador to Jordan. She said that 
the atmosphere in Ramadan is 
Tcstivc and that time is spent in 
prayer and in reciting the Quran. 
Charity is especially emphasized 
during this time, as it Is a month 
in which to empathize with die 
less fortunate. 

Ramadan preparations in Paki¬ 
stan are left to the womenfolk; 
they prepare for both the Schri 
(the meal before sunrise) and (he 
Iftar. For Sehri Pakistanis eat 
raratha , a coke of flour fried in 
butter or oil. It is eaten with yo¬ 
gurt, but some curries are 
served as well. The younger gen¬ 
eration, according to Mrs Afridi, 
prefers bread to the Paraiha. 

The fast is broken with dates, 
as is the case in Jordan. This is 
followed by light snacks such as 
Samosas, Pakoras and Dahi 
Bhale (yogurt served with 
something similar to kitbbeh). 
Tea is also on the menu. Mus¬ 
lims then go to pray and arc 
ready to have their proper Iftar 
dinner. Unlike night life in 
Egypt during Ramadan, where 
eveiyone stays up late, Pakista¬ 
nis prefer to have an early night 
so as to wake up in time for the. 
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Cristina Afridi: Enjoying the atmosphere of Ramadan 


last call to cal. 

The festival of Eid which oc¬ 
curs at the end of Lhe holy month 
of Ramadan is seen as a lime for 
visiting family and friends. Simi¬ 
lar to Lhe Jordanian tradition, 
people wear new outfits to mark 
the occasion. Children ' run 
around in bright clothes, adding 
a plow to the feast. In cities and 
villages Eid Metas are held, 
where people throng to these 
'fairs' for entertainment. "The 
idea behind the Eid Melas is thai 
it is similar to a fun fair where 
food is also available," elaborat¬ 
ed Mrs Afridi. 

A typical Pakistani dish Lo be 
eaten at this time of the year is 
the Iftar snack Pakoras, 

To make it you will need to 
gather the following ingredients: 
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2- Where is the lowest point in the world?. 

■3- What is. the name-of the world's largest 
desert? . ; • ; 

4-:MameMphesfate in fhe United States-', 
that.is.narked after, a former.president. . , 
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REFLECTIONS 


One cup of gram flour 
(available in Amman, but if it 
cannot be found powdered 
chick peas are a good alterna¬ 
tive) 

One large onion 
Two small green chillies 
A few curry leaves 
Salt to taste 
Oil for frying 

One teaspoon baking pow¬ 
der 

Curry leaves (Optional) 

Method: Chop onion, chillies 
and curry leaves finely. Mix all 
ingredients together, adding a lit¬ 
tle waLer to obtain a thick batter. 
Heal [lie oil and pour the batter 
into the oil from a spoon the size 
of an almond. Deep fry until 
brown. Serve hot with chutney 
and sauce. ■ 


The social and economic 
significance of Ramadan 

By Ahmad Al-Anani 

RAMADAN FASTING is not, in fact, the most important pillar of 
the Islamic faith. The five principal pillars of Islam start in order of 
merit, by admittance that there is no God but Allah and that 
Muhammad is his messenger. The five daily prayers constitute the 
second pillar and Zakat, the Islamic Sociul Welfare tax, the third. 

This is an obligatory tax varying from a rate of 2.S percent of the 
capital value exceeding a minimum income freed from Zakat, to 10 
percent in certain incomes where the effort of man in money-making 
' is less strenuous. Then comes Ramadan lasting as the fourth pillar. 
This by no means denotes that any of these pillars is less vital than 
others, because with pilgrimage as the fifth pillar the structure of faith 
is completed and perfected. 

In the socio-economic life of Muslims, Ramadan fasting and Zakat 
have special significance. As we know, fasting is obligatory except 
for the sick and the old-aged, pregnant or feeding mothers and 
hard-working laborers who, without their wages, may starve. 

The fact that no physically capable Muslim is exempt from fasting 
is a knock on the doors of the rich to remind them whul hunger and 
poverty mean. Hence it is thaL Ramadan is a month of bounty and 
happiness to the poor. 

Besides their preference to pay their annual religious tax of Zakat 
in Ramadan, the rich, who Lurn their attention while fasting towards 
the orders and advice in the Quran and the Sunna (life and traditions 
of Prophet Muhammad), consequently compete for voluntary 
financial sacrifices both in money and in kind. 

No account can do justice to the Quranic campaign for 
promulgation of assistance to the poor, the needy, die indebted, the 
wretched, orphans, poor students studying abroad and needy 
wayfarers. The spirit of Islam is antagonistic to money hoarding, 
excessive possession and lo exaggerated engagement in worldly 
gains. 

While taking great care to preserve economic incentives and private 
enterprises and free market dealings, a good Muslim should be just as 
ready to spend in all ways of charily. It is related that Prophet 
Muhammad, who didn't own a single coin on his death, had wished lo 
possess as much gold as lhe weight of the Uhud mountain so as to 
spend it in ways mat would satisfy God. 

Muslims are earnestly called upon "to lend" lo Allah as much as 
they can, because it is "Allah that takes charities" and he shall repay 
them in this world and in the after-life. 

The Zakat is enough in itself to satisfy the needs of all who deserve 
help in Islamic societies. The fact that Zakat and alms are kinds of 
worship in Islam greatly enhances social strength in Islamic societies. 
There is quite a difference bclwccn the extension of help as a duty lo 
Allah and a tax imposed by a human authority. Good Muslims 
everywhere in the world (meaning really enlightened Muslims), far 
from concealing any due payments as Zakat orfer more than is due on 
them lest by any shortage they incur Allah's anger. Zakat brings 
together the human hearts of both the "haves" and the "have nots", 
the donors and the receivers. It heals grudges in the hearts of the 
needy and breaks the over-confidence and vanity in the proud hearts 
. of the rich. 

No Muslim is encouraged lo accept Zakat or charily money so long 
as he can resist advorsity and find any means whatsoever to acquire 
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.givers rather. Lhan being given. Hence comes the fact that Lhe best 
reward for Zakat giyers goes to those who investigate and discover 
those who deserve Zakat but succeed in concealing themselves. 
These people should be assisted In absolute privacy and secrecy. 
Islam is greatly concerned with keeping the dignity of each citizen . 1 
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Section frangaise du Star 


Du 16 au 29 mars au CCF 

Une exposition pour 
preserver Petra! 

Des institutions jordaniennes et des entreprises frangaises unissent 
leurs forces. Une synergie pour une noble cause, "la sauvegarde du 

site de P6tra" 


Pltra sous la netge 

"LA VILLE de Plira, e'esi l'un 

• des plus beaux sites touristiques 
de la region. Lcs institutions 
concern 6 es devraient le proteger 
centre les ernes dlvastairlccs aes 
eaufc du Wadi. Moussa et des re¬ 
gions avoisinanles, qui se ren- 
contrenl & l'entrde du Siq el qui 
eruratnem tout sur leur passage" 
affirme Mohammed Al Nawafla, 

- jfJ^Wteur du journal Al Rtf(29 

II demand© que "le minister® 

• au Tourisme construise des bar- 
, rages pour protegcr la cite". 

. yette Ictlre, ouverte el peul-liro 

faussement naive, arrive & point 
\ jjprante, Elle fail figure 
oaiguijlon, au moment oti une 
i synergic entre institutions jorda- 
; ntennes et frangaises scmble 
; prendre forme. 

.1 ' . _ _ 

: Deux iraglques Inondaf Ions 

• J6 mars, & 19h30, au Cep- 

\ frai^ais d'Amnion, le 

- !” nc ' e Hfiritier Hassan, va.inau- 
.•JjJrer mic exposition, organ isle 

, flnstiUH,. . ' Francais, 
Proehe-Of& 
,'W^PO). Le thfcne;"U sauve- 
WfdedeWira-; -: ; r / i, > 

..f^vonstate de dlpanideux mon- 
..jrttoST&i 1963. le 
canaf dii fflq. dtant. bOucM, Ic 


Wadi Moussa a rctrouvl son 
cours normal. Rlsullat; lcs inon- 
dations om iul 23 touristes 
frangais. Un ttes mauvals souve¬ 
nir. Une br&ve dans le journal 
"Al Manar" de I'lpoque. 

En mars 1991, apr&s avoir dl- 
vastl le village moderne, les 
eaux passent par dcssus le bar¬ 
rage - qui dltoume le Wadi 
Moussa dans le SEq • emportem 
un pom, et causcni de nombreux. 
dlgius sur le site de Pltra. 

"Pourquai subir sans artel des. 
ernes, pourquai risquer de perdre 
des vies humaines et de voir le 
site endommagl" affirme 
Jacques Selgne, rcsponsable de 
I’antenhe d'Amman de. 1'IFAPO.' 
11 ajouie: "Nous sommes dans un 
pays dlsertique, il faui aussi 
trouver une solution pour tester 
en panic le problfcme de !*eau B . 

C’cst Electricite de France 
(Et>F), qui cn novembre dernier 
lance 1 'idde de ecu© exposition.. 
A ce moment Bt, Pierre Detetie, 
inglnleur en glologie ppiir la 
compagtiic frangaise csl a Pltra., 
Accompagnl de deJx cherchcurs 
du CNRS, il luidie Tplteration 
de la roche" sur ie monument 
"Palace Tomb", Vefdict du spiv 
cialisip j : "La facade dutombeau. 
& liases esi rcla ti vemen l al tlrco, 
raaiSies endrpits 16s plus Tragiles= 


Photo G, B. 

sonl ceux qui touchent le sol. Si 
nous Itions en France, avec le 
gel, il nV aurait plus de paioi it 
Plira''. Ces propos daient de no- 
vembre dernier. I Is pienneni tout 
leur sens, aptes lcs cinq temp&tes 
de ncige conslculives qui vipn- 
nent dc frapper la Jordanie. 

La section "mlclnot technolo- 
gique" d'EDF, qui travaille dljS 
sur les py nun ides d'Egypte ou 
sur 1'lpave du Titanic se cbnsa- 
cre maintenam k un nbuvehu 
gros dossier : Plira. La suite de 
leur mission de novembre derni¬ 
er consiste 6 rlaliser une llude 
hydrb-glologlque de la zone. 

"11 foul trailer le mal le pigs 
haul possible, .il faui k lout prix 
1 imp&cher la efue avant qii'elle.se 
forme, affirme Jacques Scigne 
; de J'lFAPO, mais il n'esi pas sQr 

a uc.l'on puisse falre des retenues 
'cau sur des gtes^C'est pour 
cela qu'une. telle Itiide esirndis- 

Uri autre partenaire rmncais, pi 
de taille, esi venu se greifer Sur 
Ic projeL U s'flgit de "Spot- 
Images^. Leur coneburs devrait 
lire pricieux pour "corhprendre 
' le ibnciionhemcnt du Wadi 
! Moilssa". J, Spdt-iiiiagds r? va foui-r 
! nir des pHbios^sateUite,' en'trois 
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Un dlplomate isratlien a tul saniedi apr&s midi & Ankara 
dans un attentat & la volture pilgie, Trois factions fondamen* 
talistes istamiques out revendiqiR I’altenlal. L'organisalion 
de la vengeance isiamique qui prdtend venger le Cheikh Ab¬ 
bas Maussaoul, le Hezbollah et le DJihad Isiamique. 


mmsmsEmmssmmm: 


VOYAGE - Le roi Hussein de Jordanie, a sugglrl lundi en 1s- 
lande, que ce pays soil peut-Circ une prochaine icrrc 
d'accueil pour la suite des pourparlers entre Arabcs et Israbli- 
cns. "Si les nlgociations deviennent iris (endues, cc poumut 
lire un cndroiL pour calmer le jcu" a rlpondu le Premier mini- 
sire islandais. Lc roi Hussein devait ensuite se rendre aux Can¬ 
ada, aux Etats-Unis on France et cn Allemagne. 

AMNISTIE - Lc roi Hussein a signl samedi dernier unc am- 
nistic porticlle, rlduisant de moitil la durlc d'cmprisonncmoni 
de pr 6 s dc 600 dltcnus, condamnls pour des infractions ou 
dllits. Cette mesurc devait cnirer cn vigucur k panir de di- 
mnnchc, Les prisonniers condamnls pour crimes ne Wnifi- 
cient pas dc ecu© mesure dc cllmcncc. La demilre amnistie 
royale remontc au 16 flvrier, 1990. 

PAIX - Le prochaln round des pourparlers de patx arabo- 
isralliens aura lieu "ttes probablement le mois prochain it 
Washington 1 ' a affirml dimanche h Amman Abdel Salom Al- 
Majali. Le chef de la dlllgation jordanienne a Igalcment re¬ 
jell sur Israel la respqnsabilite de 1'echec des demteres rlun- 
rons. L'Etat hlbreu refuse toujours de discuter lcs questions 
. des implantations dans les Territoires-pccupis cl dc hi tesolu- 
, tion 242 des Nations Unies, 

. SUSPECT - La Jordanie veut demander son aide au Liban 
pour facili|er i'extradition vers la Jordanie du suspect numlro 
un du meurtre eh 1971 du Premier ministre jordanien de 
1'lpoque, Wasfi Tell. Vendredi dernier, ce PalcsUnien de 48 
ans a III con fid au Liban par les autorltes suldoises. "Nous ai- 
: tendons toujours son retour, nous faisons de noire mieux pour 
le jamener en Jordanie" a affirml un sectetaire du. ministere 
' des Affaires Itranglres. . . 


1 VOIR. 


CONFERENCE • u Architectures ‘ profanes et religieuses en 
terre dTsIam" par Noll Favrelfcre, i 16h00 mercredi.il mars 
■ail' Centre cuUui^el fi-ajiigals, , 

CINEMA - Lundi 16 mars k 20h00 au CCF, "Une si iolie pe¬ 
tite pfagq ,, (1949} > de Yves Alllgret, ayec Girard Philippe et 
Maqeleme- Robinson, Un Orphelin retourne h I'auberge bu ll 
fut employl etm ultra itl par la pptronne. 

ROCHES - ^ Les rOches sont-elles vivantes k PHhelle histo- 
rlque'-v C'est le thlme de laConflrence de M.BernardHflgue- 
nauer, professeur de glorbgle a I'Unlversitl de Nancy.I.Mar-,. 
dlj!7i^hO08uCCF, V: • ;• - 
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De Koweit a Amman 



Chronique d'une expulsion ordinaire 

Apr§s trente-et-une annSes pass6es au Koweit, Walid Abou Bakr, Palestinien, 
ex-r6dacteur-en-chef des pages culturelles d'un grand quotidien vient & peine d'etre expuls6. 

Aujourd'hui & Amman, il vit s6par6 de sa famille 


SAMEDI 15 fcvricr, I4h30, 
domicile dc Walid Abuu Bakr h 
Kowcil City. Walid dfcrochc. 
Dix minutes plus lard, il sc retro* 
uve dans les bureaux dc la police 
koweilicnne. Lc cauchemar dc 
Walid s'appcllc Maxcn. II sc sou- 
vieni parfailcmcni dc son nom. 
Comment KaublicrV C'csi cci 
Homme poli.de corpulence moy- 
enne qui Ic recoil. "Nous vous 
! connuissons irfcs bicn, dil-il sur 
un ton couriois, malgrd ioul, 
nous nc voulons plus dc vous au 
Kowcil. Vous devc/. quitter Ic 
pays dans les sepi jours". Lc 
choc. Walid rdagit cl demande 
un sursls d'une scmainc. Accor¬ 
ds. Maxcn prend lc posseport dc 
Walid ci donne un coup dc tam¬ 
pon. Lo dale dc ddport est fade : 
29 fdvricr. 

Cctlc seine va briscr la vie dc 
cc Palestinien dc 54 ans, cx- 
Rddactcur-cn-chef du supple¬ 
ment culiurel d'un grand quotidi¬ 
en koweiden, A1 Qabas. Mais il 
n'a pas encore idalisd. D'ubord, 
Waltd decide de nc pas rompre 
ovec la vie koweilicnne. Comme 
si dc rien n'6tail. 

Tous les jours, il sc rend au 
sihge d'Al Qabas. Jusqu'au 28 au 
soir. Au bureau, scs collfcgues 
lenient dc comprendrc. Dc sa- 
voir. "Bcaucoup ont'essayd, sans 
nSsullai", affirme Walid Abou 
Bakr. Lc minisire dc 
Tin formation, koweilien, qui 
vicnl lui rendre visile, n'dtail, 
paratl-il, pas au courunL Il pro- 
mei & son ami dc fairc lc maxi¬ 
mum. II nc donnera plus dc nou- 
vclles, "Au cours dc cciie 
pdriode, j'dtais iris cn colire" af- 
finne Walid Abou Bakr. 

Samedls noirs 

Samcdi est disormais jour 
maudit dans la vie dc Walia. Il 
. sc.souvicm du coup dc 1616 - 
phone. Samcdi 29,14n30, Walid 
Abou Bakr est bicn loin dc 
: l'Emirm dcs Al-Sabah, ex- 
paradis -pour ' Palestinien 
i dipldmd. Il vient k peine 
! d’arriver au Queen Alla Interna¬ 
tional Airport d 1 Amman, par un 
i vol rfigulier d'Egypt Air. 
Quclques amis I'aucndcnt. Direc¬ 
tion Ihfitel de luxe Philadelphia, 
. au centre villc d'Amman. 

I Walid nSsCrve deux chambres, 
la 421 oi la 422. Lc temps de se 
: rciourner, L'uno dc scs fillcs, 
; Nancy, 24 ans, brime aux chc- 
; v6ux longs yii i:Amman, oh cllc 


Une exposition 
: pour preserver ■!. 
P6tra! 

Suitedelnpagelj =/ 

: dimensions, dp site ei de ses ■ 

; alcnlpursl ; Au '• CGF, les deux 
., gros pahenairesTran^aii expose- ; 

; ront leuirs techniques ait grand: 
i . public jordanien, sous forme; de : 
- panneaux ou .de fijmswkteo,;' 
11 Marc, Alboby. ResponSable, du: 

: mdednat technologique et scien r . 
.' tifique. &-EDF, tiendra une con^ 

! • torcnce diitianche 15 f mars h 
20h0d, dans les locaux dp i 
riiFAPo. ' 

• C6i6 jordanien, le "Service des 
, Antiquiiis", "le Ministirc du 



Le disespolr de Walid Abou Bakr 


vient & peine de terminer ses 
6iudcs d'archi lecture : "J'ai ap- 
pris la nouvclic en appelant au 
Koweit, ft la maison dc mon 
pfcrc. A cc moment lh, j'ai su 
qu'il 6tail cn Jordonic. J'dtuis 
contenie, car jc ne 1'avais pas vu 
depuis deux ans". Elle disposail 
d'informations incompldies : "Je 
pensnis qu'il 6lnii en visile, qu'il 
disposal encore d'un Visa de 
resident au Koweit... 1 ' 

Lc lendemain, Nancy vient ha- 
bilcr k 1'hfltcl avee son 6xil6 de 


encore revenu : "Quand j'ai en- 
tendu sa voix au t616plione 
m'annoncer cette expulsion, je 
n'en croyais pas mes oreillcs". 

Walid Abou Bakr sc sent mal k 
l'aise. II 6prouve le besoin de sc 
juslificr: "Pendant la guerre, je 
n'ai pas collabord avee Ics Iraki- 
ens, j'avais des milliers d'amis au 
Koweit, j'6lais l'un des premiers 
k vouloir combler le foss6 enlre 
Ics Palcsliniens et les Koweili¬ 
ens". Il 6voque son style de vie 
pass6: "Je connaissais beaucoup 


"C'est la destruction d'une famille!" lance l'ami 
de Walid, 11 ajoute: "Abou Bakr et son tpouse 
faaient des symboles pour Vharmonie entre les 
Palestiniens et les Koweitiens" 


pdre. Elle l'assite, l'aidc k se re- 
mettre dc ce traumatisms, Affqld 
dans un fauteuil de sa chombre 
d'hfitel, Ics bras ball&nts, le tout 
nouveau rapatrid du Qolfe recoil 
des amis. L'un d'eniie-cux, un 
petit gros au lunettes rondes a en 
son temps subi le mfime sort 
Mais pour Walid, il n'en esl pas 


Tourismo" sont 
de . plain-pied 
dans 

. Imposition. . 
Les Uqlversites. 
.de. Jordanie. et. 
du Yarmouk, la 
- Jordan Univer¬ 
sity for Selene , 
and Technoio- 
gy(JUST), la 
7 Water; Authorl-. 
ty . ,' ld : : "Ipetra 
■ Natiopa!.Tnjsi'\: 
'la NRA,-et, le 
Higher Council : 
■for Science arid 
Technology :* i 

<H0ny.: 

spnteronl - leur? 
afctivltes ajitour 
du .; site dc 


d'ariisles, d'acteurs, de jouma- 
listes dc toutes les nationslU6s, 
ma pone 6tail grande ouveite k 
tous ces gens".. 

11 Je veux savoir" 

Une semaine d6jh. Sept jours. 
Auparavant, Walid Abou Bakr 


JLefirt ouverte d'tin , ; 

Jordanien qui demande au 
mlnlStte du Tourisme de. 

vftotdgefrdtra , , 


l'aneiehne cap!- 
tale des Naba- 
l6ens. Pfilra est 
classde dans le 
"Pgirlmoine 
Mondial". C'est 
dortc une in¬ 
stance iniefna- 
ildnale, : 
.(’UNESCO, .: . 
"Organisation 
des t . Nations 
. Uriles’ pour 
l'Educatlon, la 
Science et la 
Culture", qui 
; cHapcauie 
^exposition, 
"Sauvegarde 
de P6tra", qui se 
tlent au CGF 
Jusqu'au . di- - 
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6tail encore k la l&tc du "Recon¬ 
ciliation comiucc". A deux re¬ 
prises, il avail rencontrd Ic 
Prince pour lui demander des 
compics sur sa politique envers 
Ics Palestiniens. "Nous essay ions 
d'obtcnir un allfegcmcnt de la . 
pression exerede sur nos compa- 
triotes. Notre action 6tail pure- 
menl humanitaiie" assure Walid 
Abou Bakr. “S’il avail 6t6 une 
menace pour la sdcurild du pays, 
il n'aurail mdme pas 6l6 re^u par 
le Prince” affirme l'ami. Logique 
ei imparable. Mais ie mystfcre 
sur les raisons de son expulsion 
ne s'dclaircil pas pour auiant. 
"J'cspdre savoir un jour, affirme 
Walid Abou Bakr, pcul-Strc 
quelqu'un a-l-il menli, peut-Stre 
sagil-il d'une erreur entre plu- 
sieurs noms... Je veux savoir". 

En attendant, la situation fa- 
miliale de ce Palestinien, origi- 
naire de Yabad, un pciit village 
dc Cisjordanic, est insoluble. Ev- 
idemment, il ne pcul rctourocr. 

A Kowcil, sa demibre femme est 
bloqude, avee cinq enfants, doni 
deux sont de lui. Deux fillcs. Sir- 
ar, 8 ans, ct Sara, 7 ans. 

Sa dcmi&rc dpouse, LaHa Olh- 
man, dcrivain, membre d'une 
grande famille a eu trois enfants 
d'un mari diffdrent, non- 
Koweiticn. Celui-ci est hiainten- 
ant ddeddd. "Les auloritds ont 
donnd un posseport aux trois en- 
fants, mats pas la nalionalitd 
koweilicnne. 11s ne pcuvenl pas 
quitter ddfinitivement le terri- 
loire" explique Walid Abou 
Bala-. / 

"C’est la destruction d'une fa- 
millel" lance l'ami de Walid. Il 
ajoute : "Abou Bakr et son 
dpouse dlaicnt dcs symboles 
pour 1'harmonie entre les Pales¬ 
tinians el les Koweitiens". Au- 
jourd'hul, les symboles ne sont 
plus que mirages. Les 400.000 
Palestiniens du Koweit d'avam lo 
guerre ne sont plus que 30 ou 
40.000. 

Dans sa chambre de 1'hdLcl 
Philadelphia, Walid Abou Bakr 
pr6pare sa reinsertion. Premiere 
6tape; trouver un appartement 
dans un pays, frapp6 de plcir. 
fouet par la crise du logement. 
Walid d6couvre Amman oh il 
fait des rencontres Inopinfes. Un 
Jordanien qui I'a r&ememnt re- 
conriu'lui a dit: "Si Walid Abou 
Bakr est lei, c'est qu'il n'y a plus 
de Palestiniens au Koweit". ■ 
Francis Mazoyer 


manche 29 mars a d6j& re?u de 
nombreuses propositions. 

L'exposition pourralt se d6- 

; Placer vers la JU$T,. s'insdrer 
dans le cadre du "5bme Congrbs 
International d'Archfologie et 
d'Histoire de la JOrdanfe" du 
mois prochaln. Selon des infor- 
. maiions recueillies par le Jour- 
daln, 1'UNESCO penscrait d6ih k 
prdsenter I'expositiorj k son siege 
parislert, lors de .la cdlbbratlon 
; l'dld prochaln,. du XX6me anni- 
versaire de la Convention du Pa- 
trimolnc Mondial. . Peut-6tre 
,1'occasion de donner une dimen¬ 
sion Internationale k ccue cam- . 
ggne jour "la sauveg»rde dc 

•- - v - ; : f.m. 

; Pour Y information: . IFAPO: 

T4WU «f2i'' v : vt X 




Servir le 
drapeau 

LE GOUVERNEMENT 
vient dc demander k la 
chambre dc gclcr la loi sur 
le service militaire. Pour- 
quoi une telle initiative? 
Tout d'abord, scion le Pre¬ 
mier Minisire, l'armiic n'a 
plus dc problbnic dc re- 
crutement, commc ce fut lc 
cas dans les anndcs 70. Au- 
jourd'hui, lc umx dc 
chdmage cn Jordonic esl 
d'environ 30%. Les jeunes, 
qui se rabaltcni sur rarmfie, 
viennent done grossir ses 
cffectifs. 

Second argument: en cas 
de guerre, on ne peut pas 
compter sur dcs appelds, 
mais sur dcs professionneis. 

Enfin, le Premier Minisire 
I'a reconnu: I'cxpdricnce dcs 
12 demiftres anndcs 
d'applicaiion dc cctlc loi n'a 
pas donnd lc "fruit csp6r6". 
A savoir erder le sentiment 
d'appartcnancc nalionulc! 

On ne ddcrble pas un ser¬ 
vice militaire pour empfich- 
cr Ics gens d'uller travailler 
dans d'autres contrdcs, oh 
ils trouvent des saluircs plus 
inldrcssanls. Ne l'oublions 
pas, cctlc pdriode de la vie 
consacrdc h la nation, c'est 
un devoir national que louL 
ciloycn doit aceomplir. 

Lc premier argument 
foumi par le pouvoir n'est 
pas satisfuisani. Un pays nc 
mot pas en place un “ser¬ 
vice" en fonction dcs cir- 
consiances deonomiques. 
De mfimo pour sa suppres¬ 
sion. Lc deuxi&me point 
laisse r&veur, En pdriodc dc 
guerre, la pairic a besoin dc 
l'armdc rfigulibre ci dcs 
appclds. Nous sommes loui 
pr6s dc l'cnnomi jsrudlicn. 
Cclui-ci a mi lie foig ddmon- 
ird scs tendances expan- 
sionnisies. C'csl clair, I'Eiat 
Hdbreu refuse caidgoriquc- 
ment la paix. L'aiutude de 
ses dirigeams lors des pour¬ 
parlers bilaidraux de Wash- 
inglon cn esj la preuve cin- 
glante. Le danger diani 
toujours present, nous 
avons besoin d'une armde 
forte pour nous ddfendre, et 
done d'un "service mili- 
laire". 

Ces demihres anndcs, la 
loi a peut-dlre montrd ses 
cfllbs ndgatifs. C’csl fort 
possible. Dans ce cas, il est 
Impdraiif d’dludier ses.dd- 
faillandes, dans le but de 
trouver dcs solutions. La 
cld du problfeme ne rdside 
certalnemcnt pas dans le gel 
ou la suppression du "ser¬ 
vice". 

Dans certains - pays, le 
"service natiohal" peut dire 
effcciud h l'exldrtcur de la 
caserne. Pburquoi nc pas 
appliquer cetie mdthode cn 
Jordanto? Topi en prdser- 
vant les six premiers mois, 
consacrds ,k fcntralncmcnl 
•mlll.Uiire, ; 

La question esl mainicn- 
ant posde Au partemenL S’il 
- se prononce pour la sup; 

a.'. *g^fvlco", ce 


pressjon 
sera ua 


ertarribre. 
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BEGIN - Menachem Be¬ 
gin, Vancien Premier mini- 
stre isradlien est ddeddd 
dans la nuit de dimanchc k 
lundl, k rage de 78 ans h 
l'hflpilal Ichilov de Tel 
Aviv. M.Bcgin avail did ad- 
mis dans cct dlablisscmcnl 
[ a semaine dcmifcre & la 
suite d'une aitaque cardi- 
aque. Depuis, son dial dc 
samd n'avait ccssd dc sc dd- 
tdriorer. M. Begin est Ic 
signaiairc dcs accords dc 
Camp David(l978), qui in- 
stauraienl unc paix sdpordc 
avee I'Egyplc. II partagcail 
cette anndc-lh Ic prix Nobel 
de la paix avee lc prdsident 
bgypnen Anouar El-Sadate. 
Menachem Begin a 6 l 6 
I'instigateur de l'opdration 
"Paix en Galildc”, cn Juin 
1982, qui s'csl transformdc 
en guerre du Liban. L’ex- 
Premier minisire isradlien a 
did inhumd iundi au cime- 
tidre Juif du Mont dcs Oli¬ 
viers, h Jdrusalcm-Esl. 

KOWEIT - L'ambassade 
de Koweit aux Elats-Unis a 
refusd d'accorder un visa k 
un membre du Congrds 
amdricain, Palricia 

Schroeder, qui comptail vc- 
nir dons I'Emiral. Ellc vou- 
lait enqu&ter 5 litre person¬ 
nel sur lc son dc milliers 
d'expairids asiatiques. Une 
source amdricaine bicn in- 
formde k Kowcil a indiqud 
que l'ambassade a refusd dc 
le lui accordcr, car "toulc 
enqufite sur le sort dcs ira- 
vailleurs immigrds esl unc 
affaire inidrieure”. 

ESCWA - Le sccrdiairc cx- 
dcutif de I'antcnne rdgio- 
nalc de 1'ONU, Tayscer Ab¬ 
del Jabcr a cninmd iundi 
une visile d'une scmainc h 
Beyrouth. Dr Abdel Jabcr 
don paiticipcr aux constitu¬ 
tions du gouvemcmcnt libu- 
nais sur Ics rnoyens h met- 
tre en ccuvrc pour la 
reconstruction du pays 
aprbs la guerre civile. 

CLUB - Le Club Mddlldr- 
randc, "tour operator" 
frangais, numdro un mon¬ 
dial des villages de vacanc- 
es, va invesur 68 millions 
de dollars dans le tourismo 
eh Egypte. Gilbert Triganc 
veut developper une sdrie 
de "clubs" sur les efites de 
la mer rouge et de la Mddl- 
tdrrande. 

RABIN - Le chef de 
I'oppqsition travailiiste is- 
raellenne, Yitzhak Rabin, a 
promis dimanche d'aboutir 
en moins de neuf mois fr 
un accord sur un rdgime 
d'autonomie pales tinienne". 
A une condition, Que son 
parti gagneles 61ections 16 
gislanves le 23 juin. 

RATS - Le Cairo eat bantd 
par 50 mill toils dfiabitanis 
particuliers: des. rats.. Cette 
population Opimale, ' c'est 
q mitre fois le tiombrb de 
.personites quj yiveht'lddris 
la captiaie- dgyptiertnq/ Le: 
Cairo coiripreiia aussi’ tfpis 
millions de chats ;et deux 
millions de chiens qui cour-. 
ent les rues. C^s triforma- 
tions trha sdrieuses, sont. le. 
fruit d'une dtqde, prdsenlde; 

k I'Unjversitddu Cairo?; 


Journie du 8 mars en Jordanie 

La femme toujours privee 
de ses droits 


pmm 


Se.ulement 9 femmes pour 213 postes de "direction" dans la fonction 
publique. Du chemin reste &parcourir 

"POURQUOI ALLER h une Oh se trouve 
telle confdrence?" s'inlcrroge l'originc du 
unc experte qui n'a pas daignd sc malaise? Ccr- 
rendre au dernier "meeting" dc laincs femmes 
"1'Union professionnclle dcs fonctionnaires 
femmes". "Vous voycz bien, k clament 
chatjuc fois, cc sont les hommes qu'elles sont 
qui dirigent Ics ddbats" ajoute-1- ddfavorisdes 
elle. Cctlc rdunion de trois jours, pour 
h la Chambre d'indusiric, loin 1'obtcniion 
d'&ire sutisfaisante, a tout de d'une promo- 
mSmc soulevd quclques ques- lion ou d'un 
lions esscniicllcs. Scion plu- poslc dlcyd. 
sieurs mpporis, les femmes sont D'autres, rdsig- 
sous-reprdsentdes dans les sec- ndcs, soulig- 
teurs de I'indusiric, de nent qu'elles 
i'ogriculiure el du commerce, ne veulcnt pas 
Elies onl bicn du mal k franchir sacrifier leur 
les portes dcs institutions jorda- vie familiale. 
niennes et des plus grands syn- "Le foss6 se 
dicats. creuse cnire 


Pas de femme cadre 
supdrieur 

Dans une.dlude sur le travail 
de la femme dans le secieur pub¬ 
lic, Dr Hilmi A! Sarabi affirme, 
chiffres k l'appui, que les 
femmes, h une exception prfcs, nc 
devienneni pas minisucs. Elies 
nc pcuvenl s'imposer dans les 
posies de "Secretaires gdndraux" 
ou de direcicurs. Ces statis- 
tiques, qui mclicnl en balance les 
nombres dc femmes el 
d'hommes dans les minisldres 
oublicnl de mcmionner la caldg- 
oric "cadres supdrieurs". En son 
scin, la femme est lotalemenl ab- 
sentc. 

Chez les simples "dirccteurs 
dc la fonction publique, seulc- 
meni 9 femmes onl rcussi h sc 
fairc unc place sur 213 posies au 
total. Pourlanl, "Ics rfcglcmcnls 
n'opposeni aucun obstacle aux 
femmes qui veulcnt acchdcr h 
toutes ccs professions, ils nc font 
cas d'uucunc discrimination" prd- 
cisc lc Dr Sarabi. 


Oh se trouve 
l'originc du 
malaise? Ccr- 
laincs femmes 
fonctionnaires 
clament 
qu'elles sont 
ddfavorisdes 
pour 

1'obtcniion 
d'une promo¬ 
tion ou d'un 
poslc dlcvd. 

D'autres. rdsig- 
ndcs, soulig- 
nent qu'elles 
ne veulcnt pas 
sacrifier leur 
vie familiale. 

"Le fossd se 
creuse entre 
les lois et leur 
degrd 

d'applicaiion" 
soulignc lc Dr 
Subhi Al Qa- 
sem dans son 
rapport sur la 

femme ^dais Us femmes sont sous-reprdsentdes dans la 
l’agriculiurc. plupart des secteurs de l economic 
Scion cet ex¬ 
pert la socidtd . . 

jordanienne n'acccplc pas encore qu'il comprenne un conulfi spe 
une participation k grande cial pour »s dames 1 ', 
dchellc dc la femme dans ce sec- Selon plusieurs chercheurs, 1; 
teur. Pourtant, son dtude montre femme hdstte encore 

clairement que dans cc domaine, s'affirmer. Certaines ne connau 

si elles devienneni propridtaircs sent d'ailleure meme pas leui 

de la terre, les femmes font droits. Ce phdnomdne est aus 

preuve de beaucoup plus imputd aux traditions de la soc 

d'cfficacitd que les hommes. dtd dpA limiicm le chan 

Autre intervention intdres- d'acbon de la femme, beion a 

sante: Karima Ohanem, experte, hair Al Tall, auteur de 

qui prdsenlc lc scul rapport dcrit femme, le mouvement leminL 

par unc tom me, met faccent sur en Jordanie , l hqmme peut pi 

la non-participation du "sexe fa- ticiper h faire dvoluer les chosi 


ft 

IkKi 




tohellcdc la femme dans ce sec- Selon plusieurs chercheurs, la 
leur. Pourtant, son dtude montre femme hdstte encore a 

tiairement que dans cc domaine, s'affirmer. Certaines ne connais- 

si elles devienneni propridtaircs sent d'ailleure meme pas leurs 
je la terre, les femmes font droits. Ce phdnomdne est aussi 
nreuve de beaucoup plus imputd aux traditions de la soci- 

d'cfficacitd que les hommes. dtd 1 1 im i l£nt le _ champ 

Autre intervention intdres- d'acbon de la femme. Selon au- 

sante: Karima Ohanem, experte, hair Al Tall, auteur de La 

qui prdsenlc lc scul rapport dcrit femme, le mouvement femimste 

par unc femme, met faccent sur en Jordanie , l hqmme peut par- 

la non-participation du "sexe fa- ticiper h faire dvoluer les dimes. 

Iblc' 1 au sein dcs syndicate; "On mais . la femme reste la seule k 

nc trouve pas un seul docteur comprendre scs probldmes et & 

fdminin qui ail rdussi h entrer au pouvoir les rdsoudre".* 

Conseil dc son syndics!. Bien SaedaKiiani 


BEREGOVOY - Le mini- 
stre franca is de- 1'dconomie 
el des finances, Pierre Ber¬ 
egovoy, a affirmd dimanchc 
qu'il avait 1'intention d'dcrire 
a ses collfegues du groupe 
dcs sept nations Ics plus in¬ 
dustrial! sdcs(G7) pour 

qu'une "initiative" soil prise 
cn vue dc favoriser la crois- 
sance month ale. "On ne 
peut pas s'en sortir tous sd- 
mrdmenl" a ddclard Pierre 
Beregovoy sur ia chalne 
frangaisc TFl. II a prdcisd 
qu'un tel projci pourrait voir 
le jour lors du prochain 
sommet des sept h Munich. 

I BERE II - Pierre Berego¬ 
voy a inciid dimanche soir 
le gouvememeni algdricn k 
"revenir au respect du 
droit", tout en se ddfendant 
d'ingdrcnce dans les affaires 
intdricurcs dc ce pays. "Je 
suis pour que la democratic 
ct les droits dc 1'hommc 
soient partout respeetds" a- 
t-il ddclard sur TFl. Il a 
dgalemem indiqud qu'il dtait 
derangd par rarrestation des 
membres du Front Isla- 
mique du SalutCFIS). 

KOUCHNEU - Le secid- 
laire d'Etat fiangais & 
l'action humanitalre, Ber¬ 
nard Kouchner, va organiser 
pour le com pie dc la CSCE 
(Confdrence sur la sdcuritd 
I et la coopdraiion en Eu 
rope), 1'ouverture de eou 
loirs humanilaires au No 
I gomy Karabakh. But dc 
I Vopdration; achcminer 
I V assistance ndeessaire h la 
I population. Cette ddcision a 


La legon de Saddam 

La machine a coudre 
contre I'embargo en Irak 


"AU LIEU de parler de 
I'embargo, il vaui mieux appren- 
dre k coudre aux Irakiennes, 
pour y faire face", is'est rdeem- 
ment exclamd le prdsident Sad¬ 
dam Hussein k I'adresse de 
1'Union gdndrale des femmes 
d'lrak. "Lors d’une rdunion, il 
seralt plus utile d'apporter une 
dizaine de machines k coudre : 
pour apprendro h vos compatri- 
otes k confectionner des habits et 
. combler le manque ,sur le mar- ; 
chd", a ainsi parle Saddam Huss- 
ein. Il a invite les membrts de 
i'organisadon k "transformer ses' 

■ 'meetings' thdoriques en travaux 
prallqiies". 

"Si les hommes subviennem 
aux besoins du pays en aliment* 
et les femmes en vdtements, 
I'embargo , . n'aura . -plus 

• d'importance", a poursuivi ' le 
- chef de lEtatlrokien en recevant . 
1 dcs femmes qui avaient fail par- ., 
: tie, en l990, du groupp des paci¬ 
fisms du "bateau de la paix fen 
‘ Khaldoun, parti to 6 adperttbre:, ■ 
1990 dUji port d^ger,. avee 

? uelque250 perapnaesh bord, et 
3.000, tonqes de prpduils ^i- 
1 : ' ' ’ 'i -Y'.. 



meniaire's, le bateau rietievati ar- r 
river au port irakien d'pum Qasr 
(swO que le 15 jarivier 1991. - 
L'expdaition avail did. pomramte 
par 4 coalition antMrakienne de 
ddcharger sarcargalson dans.le;; 
port omanais de Qabpiis;. K' ■ 1 : 

Shddam Hussein ayait d6Ja et a j 
plusieurs 'reprise!.exhorte ses ■■ 
concitoyehs k s’adapter ; k ta n-. 
guetir de ■ I'embargo deonomique - 
lntemational quifrappe.Bagdda 
depuis Makl9PQ.il ayltititpiaiti-; 
menl appete . fes Jxtyciens 


"s'abstenir d’achote superflus, h 
s'habiller sobrement et a accepter 
la nourrilure frugate pour triom- 
pher de I'embargo". Il s’dtait lui- 
iri&me ddclard prSl h toycotter 
dyjrant une annec les vdiemenis 
, et les produits de luxe. 

Le houvej. appel du prdsident 
coincide avee cel lii de la prpsse 1 
officieilc qul ddnonce depuis 
-.quelques jbitrs: ta flambde des. 

prix des produits deprdmidro nd- 

cesslte," ainsi que des vetements. 

.S’eri prenant, vi(jleirimept aux 
iiiarchands spdculaieurs qui "su- 
; cent la sang ties otfams du peu- 
pfe", Saddam Husroin a menace 
de les punir sdvdremcm. "Noiis- 1 
alioris essaycr de trailer avee eux 
avbc management pour les dis- 
suader de continuer k jotier avee,. 

'; les prix" a-t-il ddclard. Cepen- 
. da)iL le jgiUr vjdndraioi) nous dir-. 
r ons que la douceur n’a servi,& 
rieii".-. Averiissdmem femie. du 
ctfef de. lEiat irofelOO h U jdldyl- ; 

;. slpfi:Alors! il! faudrail que les 

. : (afp) 


i.idv 


h Prague, lors de la idunion 
des ministres des Affaires 
dbangbres de la CSCE, pour 
tenter de faire baisser la ten¬ 
sion dans cette enclave k 
majprite armdnienne en 
Azerbaijan. 

TROUPES - La France va 
foumir 2.000 hommes & la 
force des Nations Unies 
charade dc maintenir la paix 
en Yougoslavie. Le contin¬ 
gent frangais seta le plus 
important, au scin dc la 
force dcs intcmationnle, qui 
devni faire respecter le ces- 
scz-lc-feu dans la ifipu* 
blique de Croatie, qui a dfic- 
lare son inddpendance au 
mois de juin dernier. Cette 
troupe commune, (UNPRO- 
FOR), qui comprendra 
dgalemem des observatcurs 
d'environ 30 pays, pourrait 
coflter 634 millions de dol¬ 
lars pour une annde, selon 
■ Ics estimations. 

MANIF - Une vingtaine 
^associations et de syndic¬ 
ate appelent k mamfester 
contre le' Front National 
(Parti d'exbdme^drolte) le 
18 mars k Paris, deux jours 
avant le premier tour des 
dlections rfigiohales a ah- 
itoncd le Coilcctif de 
I'Appel des 250. 
L'organisatcur ,du ddfild; 
doit noiammeiit regrouper 
la feddratipn pnarchiste, les 
Jeu nesses cortimpqistes Rd- 
volutioiui^res. : Ja : .^igue 


• UNEFrID :'.tU rUliion syridl- 
oate’, des.. Algdriens ; cfe 
Fiance-.- !.v‘ 
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<j> Her Majesty Queen Nuttr f>:»- ' 
ironized ;i three-day conic re nee 
organized by die Prole v:iui ml 
Women's Club I:isl Sunday ! 
which coincided with Inlcmu- 
lional Women's Day. Discus¬ 
sions during ihc conference cen¬ 
tered on ciinccrns of the 
Jordan in n woman ami her social 
role in trade, industry and union 
affiliations. Par lid pains included 
Mrs Hind Abdul Juher, chair¬ 
person of the club, and from i 
Philadelphia University Dr Yus- [ 
er Al Odwan and Dr Atif Od ri¬ 
ba t. 

• As part of the charity cam¬ 
paign orguni/.cd by llic Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Voluntary 
Work during Ramadan, HRH 
Princess It asm a toured lust Fri- 
duy the Maan and the Sadafa 
centers for social work. She met 
with residents and officials from 
charitable societies who briefed 
her on the role of such institu¬ 
tions in contributing to die wel¬ 
fare of the local community. 

Princess Basma stressed die 
importance of charity campaigns 
in providing women wiih the 
necessary training to make them 
eligible for a more independent 
role in society by being nblc 
to fend for themselves. 

• Dr Tayseer Abdul Jailer, ex¬ 
ecutive secretary general of the 
UN Economic and Social Com¬ 
mission for Western Asiu (ESC- 
WA) in Jordan, left for Lebanon 
on Monday in response to an in¬ 
vitation extended by the Leba¬ 
nese government. 

ESCWA's involvement comes 
as part of n plan by die Lebunese 
government, to rebuild the coun¬ 
try's infrastructure, which was 
budly damaged. in the last decade 
by civil war. Dr Abdul Jaber was 
accompanied by a team, of offi¬ 
cials and experts.. 

• The Jordanian Writers Associ¬ 
ation elected on Sunday presi¬ 
dent and members of the assort-' 
ation. Mr Fafchri Kawar was 
voted president. The new udmin- 

1 islratlvc body consists of Mr Ib¬ 
rahim Al Absl, Mi* Salim Al 
Nahhas, Mr Mohnmmrid Said 
Mn'dleh, Mr Yousuf Damra, 
Mr Bndr Abdul Haq, Mr Ha* 
shem Ghnraybah, Mr Moham¬ 
mad Dawoudyeh, Mr Jhmal 
Naji, Mr Ibrahim KIia|il and 
Mr Ri^a Abu Ghazalqh. . 

: '• President of Philadelphia Uni¬ 
versity Dr Muhyiddin Toiift 
rnct with die French cultural at- : 

' iach6 upd discussed piparis of 1 
enhancing cultural relations. The 
■ meeting was attended hy .,Pr. ' 

. Tayseer. Al Odwan, acting dean V; 

- of the faculty of arts, ndmhiisirn- 
' live sciences and law; and' Dr. 

■ iSalqh . Abu Isbd’, dli^ctor. of ■ 

f iubjic relations at the upiyorgky.': 
tv other matters,.lire public'rota- 
lions department, al the ,iinWars!-. 

. Vty fias firiishcfl prcpjiring thc : prti-'.' 
/grain .of the cultural season, 

: ;thc -second semester of 1992 >r : 
nwhlch iVlIl Include seminars on 
;"OrientoTism\ "Povcrty antl Un- ; 
.-.ii = 1 • ■■ 


a - Congratulations!! 

Graduations,appoint- 
"r itfc ■ merits, engagements, 

7 i ■ weddings, newborns, 

S I ff an promotions, special 

f I I A A* awards, excellent 

1 1 Si W y Drop us a line and send a 

j " L>7 , photo...we will run it free 

of charge in The Star's 
People and Events page. 
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• Jordan Petra Rally team is preparing to join the Jordan Internation¬ 
al Rally competition to be held from 21 to 22 May. The event will 
suiri from the Roman Amphitheater in downtown Amman and will 
finish ul die Marriott Hotel. Champions from Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates, Lebanon, Qatar, Bahrain, Cyprus, Turkey, Czechoslo¬ 
vakia, Gennuny, Ireland and Syria will participate. 

The International Motor Sports Federation, represented by new 
president Mr Max Moscly, who is expected to attend, has also 
showed an interest in the rally. 

Jordan Petra team drivers for the 1992 events will include the fol¬ 
lowing drivers and assistants: Marwan Abu Hamad as driver and 
K ha Lid Zukurlya as his co-driver, Mohammad Al Natour as the 
team manager, Taivfiq Hnqur and Haitham AI Mousely in mainte¬ 
nance. In addition, there will be ten specialists in maintenance and 
adm inistrnlion to back up the team. 

Jordan wus recently elected as a member of an international com¬ 
mittee formed by FISA to study and recommend changes and im¬ 
provements to all the international championships. Other committee 
members include the USA, Germany, Australia, Spain and Japan. 
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Horizon opens a European 
liaison officenn Paris 

Mr Rafic Saadch, chairman of die Horizon Advertising and Commu¬ 
nication Network, stated that the office is planning to take advantage 
of the opportunities created by the "one Europe" in 1992. "The busi¬ 
ness opportunities presented by a unified Europe will significantly af¬ 
fect the business operations in our marketplace, " suited Mr Saadch. 
"We want our second European presence to be in the heart of die con¬ 
tinent, to supply our European-headquartered clients with an even 
closer and easier access to their Middle East agency.” 

Mr Georges Sandeh will head the Paris office 
with die primary objective of developing global ^ 

business for die agency's market and to estab- 
lish Paris as another Regional Operating Plat- (fc-J? j, . .iVk 
form closely coordinating with the main net- -jr) - - 

work's regional platform and iLS Regional \V , 'J\ ; "]} 
Manager Mr Gregory Tik linn off, based in the 
Athens Headquarters. 

Graduating al the top of his law class al St. Joseph 
French University of Beirut, Mr Georges Saadch specialized in inter¬ 
national law. His appointment as the Association of Tennis Profes¬ 
sionals (ATP) representative for the Middle East launched him on a 
new career in sponsorship, advertising and promotion. Mr Georges 
Saadch brings ten years of agency experience to his position as gener¬ 
al manager of a field office of a top regional ad agency and us a busi¬ 
ness development director/ Europe liaising with the agency's multina¬ 
tional associate. 

Although the two Mr Saadchs arc not related, "We do try al Hori¬ 
zon to engender a family spirit and commitment in our employees," 
quipped Mr Rafic Snadeh. 
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guished not only for its excellent 
score, but for the brilliant danc¬ 
ing as well. The film will be 
shown again next Sunday. 


• Moroccan food, comes to town! "Dish and Dash", Amman's new 
Moroccan restaurant arid Cafd has now opened just off first circle. 

Restaurant proprietor Mr Elias Solameh invites you for some spe¬ 
cially couscous in the elegantly tiled upstairs restaurant, or for an es¬ 
presso or cappqccino in the comfy downstairs cafd. Food is reasona¬ 
bly priced and filling! . 


Films 

H The American Cultural Center 
will present the feature film 
'"Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers" today right after the 
ABC News Weekly Highlighs ai 
2:30 pm. An Award-winning 
musical comedy that is distin- 


What's 



employment in Jordan", Culture, 
and Technology” and other top¬ 
ics.-' .. :/ < ... .. 

Currently, die university is 
hoslingi a paintings exhibition of; 
"The;Blue Rider in cooperation' 
with ihe Gooiho ,'Institute in Am- 
hiari/, •; 

• CathayPacificAlriinesand its- 
hgcnj in Jdrdaii; Grand To,uriSm, 
held, a semihaf. at‘ the .Regency 
Ppl ace: last V6pK during Which 
' Ms/Mbna. Miiasherbriofcdihc 
hudienceon.Jhc.'ttlfline's .on- 
bpard s$ Mcis, jdfl'd : the confipa- 
; hyS : jriiroducUqn, or' advanced 
icormimuf? fpri re^rvaiions.-Lot- 
.jdf,^^wp^t-Wte'^oryod,! Th'ci event 1 

1 ,ji 'i'.ili.' 


was attended by tour agents, 
members of the press; and invited 
'gUeStS.- • j 

; • Deputy Prime' Minister, Min¬ 
ister of Education Mr Thouqan 
Al HShdnwi Tuesday .patronized 
Uie : opening, of an educational 
■ TV studio equipped; with new 
hi-lech systems presented by the 
Japanese government to enhance 
i mutual, cooperation between the 
two countries. The new studio is 
expected to improve the quality ' 
and quantity or the educhUonal 
programs to tally wip] the new. 
curricula of the niirilstry. The in* 
auguration took place at the mjri- 




on at 
the 

Amman Plaza this 
Ramadan 

• The Amman Plaza Hotel adds 
a special touch to Ramadan by 
providing its visitors and guests 
with a .unique atmosphere re¬ 
flecting the prlcnutl style pre¬ 
sented in a traditional Souk with 
Foul, Falqfel, Tamrlfeh and SaJ 
bread. Guests can enjoy their 
meal or snack in a background 
of oriental music. After ifiar and 
until midnight, visitors can enjoy 
Arable coffee In a real tent with 
a selection of Ramadan sweets, 
buffet, refreshments, pipes (wr~ 
or, they can simply, play 
cards or backgammon. 


S3 The French Cultural Center 
will present die film " Une si jo- 
lie petite plage" on Monday 16 
•March at S pm. The film is about 
a yuulh who comes buck to the 
orphanage where he was raised. 

Exhibitions 

■ At ihc French Cultural Center 
there will be un exhibition enti¬ 
tled "Techniques modernes up- 
pliquees u rurdieologie et pro¬ 
tection du site de Petm" 
showing the restoration works in 
Petra done by local and interna¬ 
tional institutions like GTZ, 
IGN, UNESCO, the Ministry of 
AnLiduitics and the Ministry of 
Tourism. The exhibition will run 
until 29 March,. 

Lectures 

■ At the French Cultural Center, 
Professor Bernard Hnguenauer 

. will be lecturing on "Les roches 
sont vlvantes h Pdchelle hlsto- 
rlque" on Tuesday 17 March at 
4 pm, 

Theater 

■ The last showing of ihe Ara¬ 

bic play "Long Live Gelga- 
mesh" will take place tonight, 
Thursday, at. the RoyoI Cultural 
CeriLrc (RCC). Cviriain will be at 
the special Ramadan time of 9 
pm, ' ■ :•* . ' 
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By George J. Tanber 
at large 
Special u> The Star 

BUCHAREST, Romania — 
Something was different about 
the cemetery I stumbled upon as 
1 tried to find my hotel in the 
center city. All of the headstones 
were shiny white, the grounds 
unusually crowded with sad¬ 
faced women dressed in black. 

1 walked up and down Lhe six 
evenly spaced rows of marble 
headstones, looking for a clue. 
The 1 noticed the dates: Every 
person had died during a five- 
day period in December 1989. 

I had found Bclu, the resting 
place of the martyrs from die Ro¬ 
manian revolution. 

It was a revolution few thought 
would ever take place. One by 
one the Eastern bloc regimes fell 
until only Romania remained. 
Nicoloe Ceauscscu's grip was too 
firm, people said. It would not 
happen here. 

But in mid-December 1989, 
when Ccausescu left for Iran, the 
people went into the streets. 

Dr Emil Duhnea, a philosophy 
professor, was there. His wife, 
Sylvia, had a bad feeling about 
her 39-year-old husband attend¬ 
ing the demonstrations. But she 
did not try to stop him. She knew 
it meant too much. 

Gabricla Poescu, a 21-year-old 
laborer, was riterc, too, as was 
Mihoi Gitlan, 19, a rock musi¬ 
cian, and 2l-ycar-old Nicholas 
Stan, an electrician. Alexander 


^ iij ;i 

Belli 

A resting place for Romania's 
revolution martyrs 


Bogdan begged George, his son, 
not to go, but he went anyway. 

Ccausescu returned to a Bu¬ 
charest in chaos. Some of his 
deputies had turned against him, 
and he was effectively deposed. 
The army was called in, and 
Ceauscscu's secret police con¬ 
verged on the city to defend its 
leader, At 5:30 pm on Dec. 21, 
the first shots were fired. The 
shooting did not stop until 
Chrisunas Day, after Ccausescu 
and his wife, Elena, were execut¬ 
ed by a firing squad. 

Gabricla Poescu never returned 
home. Neither did Nicholas Sian. 
Three bullets shuck Mihai Gitlan 
in the chest, killing him insinnL- 
ly. Alexander Bogdan's worst 
fears were realized when he dis¬ 
covered his missing son's body 
in a city morgue. Sylvia Duhnea 
spent three days searching for 
Emil. She found him on Christ¬ 
mas Day with a bullet in his 
heart. She was eight months 
pregnant with the son her hus¬ 
band would never see. She 
named him Emil. 

In all, 544 people died in Bu¬ 
charest. After the fighting 
ceased, a new crisis arose. Since 
many of die city’s cemeteries 


Focus on Jordanian literature 

Continued from page 5 

new skills is discovered by the plied to individual eases over¬ 
widower, having been abjeedy looking their peculiar chnraclcr- 

trcaicd by society, having no olh- istics and Uicir potential prolific 

er shelter than his house, and no natures. Furthermore, (he novel 

other inslmctor to teach her than underscores a luck of communi- 

liimsclf. And when he perceives cation, not between die dcuf-and- 

thc gratification for bis efforts, mute girl and her host, but para- 

hc is confronted with the con sen- doxicully among those who pos- 

sus that she should leave his scsx the faculty of sjxiccli and 

house for anywhere, but no- bearing, 

where. The ministry will not take In this novel, Adi Milanai suc¬ 
ker off his hands, and the only cccds in rallying our symputhics 

available alternative is to return for the forlorn girl, not through a 

her to the street, a painful and mere sense of pity for her wcak- 

morlifying choice which neither ness or disabilities; nor through 

nis values nor his nature would die persecution she surfers at me 

find palatable. hands of die neighbors and their 

In his quest for on asylum for children; but through die posidvc 
his Pygmalion, he finds an an- role which she plays in breaking 
swer within the cafe circle; the die monotony of Mr Hassan's 

political activist who is a mem- life, and the spiyk of hope which 

o<y of the chess comer offers lo she ignites amidst his isolation 

put her up with his two sisters, a and despondency, 
choice which Hassan takes for This is revealed through the 
the lack of anything better. soitow which overwhelms him al 

Adi Mdanat employs the iradi- die idcu of transferring the girl 
Lional technique of the omni- somewhere else, or even the 

scient narrator in the third person mere idea of being left alone 

h r ’■ .The character of ihe once more. Thus the unexpected 
nui-aniwi girl Is portrayed and unpleasant appearance of the 
through the eyes of Mr Hassan. ragged girl is tantamount to a 
events are chronologically ar- piece of luck for two unlucky 

ranged, and the line of develop- persons, an asylum from ihe out- 

ment is progressively followed, side world ana from dicir depri- 
witn temporal shifts to the past, a vation. 
device used to elucidate lhe ' However the idea of her irons* 


Access to inner feelings fcrcncc is both literally and met- 
ana thoughts is made possible aphorjcally a shattering of this 
the observation of exter- osylum, gaining emphasis with 


nal v A *yi 

J? . Savior and actions. De-: 
scriptivc 


L n crcalin 8 a landscape 
m<w •. racism blends with ro- 
^"Vand ihc language in' 

^Uch“g^ Ve riS6SWl 

. The Alien purports to be a irag- 
n a i n( ^ ve ,n social and Individ- 
context: a biucr.and.indig- 
against the.inefflciency ■ 
institutions, deficient^ ; 
moral criteria ami morbid and 
• J ‘MW standards, arbitrarily ap- ; 





were full, where would they bury 
the dead? 

Someone had on idea. There 
was an empty lot on Serban 
Way, in front of Uie old Bclu Ce¬ 
metery. The families of 276 vic¬ 
tims agreed to bury their dead 
there. 

Al Belu's entrance, a center 
walk way leads to a walled 
mound of black dirt. From its 
center, a large pole rises sky¬ 
ward; on it is a board dial lists 
267 names. Three words are in¬ 
scribed:. "Don't forget them.” 
Dozens of burning candles are 
plugged in the dirt surrounding 
the pole. 

The six rows of headstones at 
Belu stretch die length of two 
football fields. Each of the head¬ 
stones has a cross carved out of 


its upper left comer. Around 
every above-ground crypt arc 
three-sided troughs for flowers. 
Aside the troughs arc black met¬ 
al boxes for the candles, which 
symbolize eternal life in the Ro¬ 
manian Orthodox faith. Photo¬ 
graphs or the- deceased arc set 
into many of the headstones. 

Bclu is always crowded, ac¬ 
cording to Constantine Preda, 
who manages the cemetery for 
die government. Special Lour 
buses bring mourners from nil 
over the country to light candles 
for the martyrs, he says. 

Signs of overwhelming grief 
accompany every step. Someone 
has just been lo Mihai Gillan's 
grave. A note, signed by "a fel¬ 
low French rocker,” reads in 
pare "I will dedicate a song for 
you. Liberty will conquer all." 

Gabriela Pocscu's family has 
placed a poster next to her crypt. 

It says: "She was demonstrating 
peacefully for a free Romania, 
and she was killed by the Ccau¬ 
sescu regime." 

The family of Nicholas Stan 
left a signboard nexL to his 
grave, too. It tells the story of his 
final night. Stan had been to the 
square in front of the Romanian 
TV building and had seen people 
die, but he wanted lo return. His 
mother asked him not to go. He 
replied: "Mother, in everyone's 
life there is a time when a train 
goes by. You must learn when to 
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catch it. For me die train is 
now." His mother writes: "It's a 
train that liad two slops. One 
was al the TV building. The oth¬ 
er was at 21 years, 4 months and 
10 days." 

Al her husband's grave, Sylvia 
Duhnea completes washing the 
crypt, and rearranges the potted 
carnations that rest on top. Duh¬ 
nea says the government will 
pay her 1,500 lei (S75) a month 
for each of her three children un¬ 
til they arc IS. She is grateful, 
but she remains concerned. The 
new governrneni. led by former 
Ceauscscu crony Ion Ilicscu, re¬ 
sembles die previous regime. 
"'Nothing has changed.'' she says, 
raising a question she dare not 
ask: Did they die in vain? 

Two head stones away, Alex¬ 
ander Bogdan places four new 
candles in the box next to his 
son's grave. George was 36, and 
like his father worked as a tech¬ 
nician al dsun sites. Bogdan 
lights the candles and then sits 
on a bench in front of the crypt. 
He says he was initially opposed 
to burying his son at Bclu. "But 
my family and friends told me it 
would be better, so in the end I 
agreed." 

Bogdan feels differently than 
Sylvia Duhnea about the son of 
progress that has been made 
since Ceauscscu's demise. "1 can 
come and go ns 1 please," he 
says. "1 can say what I wanL I 
am free. My son died for a good 
cause." 

Yet however improved things 
are, it does not make up for his 
loss, he says. "All 1 feel is grief 
and sorrow. The shadow of his 
death follows me everywhere." 


Now Available 


cmcco 


Shoes to care for your baby's feet up to 6 years old. 

The family Is now Joined by Chlcco shoes which moke 

your baby's first steps up to 6 years old both comfortable and .happy. 



the discovery that his house has 
been sinrmed. and the itirl ex¬ 


pelled during his absence. End¬ 
ing toe novel op this minor key, 
toe door is kepi wide open, as is 
toe door of Mr Hassan's house it¬ 
self, for speculation on toe fate 
Of both Uie headmaster and his 
Pygmalion. ■ 

Fahd A. Salpmeh is a producer 
at Radio Jordan^ He has an 
:MA in English literature fruhi 
the University of Jordan. • ; 
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Sometimes you have to 
grind a few gears to get 
yourself on the road. 

* • * 

Being nice is effective 
and addictive to those 

around you. 

* + * 

A tired mind is a dan¬ 
gerous one, because it 
tends to let one’s mouth 
run wild. 

It’s OK to be young and 
emotional, but it’s not 
OK to be old and bitter. 
* * * 

Sometimes the biggeBt 
obstacle to getting things 
done is the wall of pessi¬ 
mism you create yourself. 

* t • 

Taking yourself too se¬ 
riously can lead to all 
sorts of problems. 

4 4 * 

Music makes artists of 
all of us. 

* * * 

A sharp joke makes a 
serious point when it hits 
home. 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


QlEltan OCIHH FJfcltfpj 
lUUtJU UfJMIIU UtltlfftL 
titiau ntuuiuH mmm 
WttlU UUH13UMU1M 
tlMMEIfclUGI HUHfelU , 

, wimi hhhh mm\ 
HQ1UFJM uihuum UBU 
L'lfjHii nunimia mimi] 
mm uHEuara tieiwwiii 
anui ummi naiiri 

MHwnpi HPHnminraml 
, iiiaHUMmwm pjtna 
Mbu-ja mi him! umiau 
ii'imm tikincin Minna 
yuHH [• u'ipin nncia 


ACROSS 

1 Power unit 

6 Box In Iho 

9 8Sn of 

a plant 

13 Medley 

14 Fissile 
rock 

IE Therefore 

16 Eternal 
City 

17 Unspoken 

18 Token of 
defiance 

19 Article 

20 One's resi¬ 
dent olty 

22 Pounding 
tools 

24 Ancestors 

27 Well-ventl 
iated 

28 Newspaper 
section 

30 In what way 

32 Pawns 

34 Mannequin 

35 Bitter herb 

36 Feel com¬ 


passion 

37 Dank 

38 Furnish 

39 Hawaiian 
garland 

40 Make tardy 

41 Useless 
plants 

42 Rooter 

43 About 

44 Snatch 

45 Tree homes 

47 Foreword 

60 Supposed 

Chinese 

dish 

63 Sticky 
substance 

64 Davenport 

67 Small bird 
sound 

68 Cyclops, 
for one 

59 Seed cover 

60 Punts 

61 Check 

62 Look fur¬ 
tively 

63 Remain 

64 Walked 


DOWN 

I Value 

2 Hawaiian 
greeting 

3 PaBt-to- 
future 
device 

4 Tip of a 
shoe 

E Fakes 

6 Step 

7 Dismounted 

8 Answered 

sharply 

9 Musical 
sign 

10 Msmorable 
period 

II Incite to 
action 

12 Deer 

14 Legend 

20 Thewoman'i 

21 Sweater 
material 

23 Emcee's 
Item 

25 Baseball 
hit 

26 Noise 


28 Lover 

29 Norse god 

31 Marries 

32 Equal part 

33 Body of 
salt water 

34 Mongrel 

37 Padded 
seats 

38 Page 

40 Wood atrip 

41 Singing 
bird 

44 Strong 
graBpa 

48 Charge too 
much 

47 Self- 
assured 

48 Rare thing 

49 Correct 

61 Particle 

52 Isinglass 

54 Plant Juice 

66 Mineral 

earth 

66 Word of 
disgust 

68 Table aorap 


JORDAN BRIDGE 


liy Cib/issfiu Gbanem 


Defend with your soul 

THE JORDAN Bridge Association organized a 
pro Ramadan dinner on ihe last day of Shaaban. 
A; record number for. local tournament aiten- 
dence, two sections of sixteen tables each, a to¬ 
tal of thirty two tables. • 

Prizes were distributed during dinner, Mrs.. 
Antoinette Akasheh and Mrs, Nadia Huseiney 
captured the first prizb, two tickets to Rhodes; 

Now take some hands that Nuh* : Hattar and 1 
defended since I did not get any hands from Uie 
winners: 

■' A'10 3. ' • 

V K Q 54 
. ♦ K76 

V *Q.J8'- ' "/ 


* Q 6 

* 10982 

* ’A10 9 5;3 
*53 


N 

W ; B; 

s • 


♦ Id-8 7.2 
V AJ76 > 

♦ 3 2 : 

♦ A 9.6 


J 9 5 4. 

- ", r'3-v, '• 

Q*4; > : .■ 

; North opened one club. South bid. ope spade 
and the bidding ended bygone notrump by North. 
.East led her smaller . .heart, ;-Nonh ;wpn -ahd ; - 
Opened I if • *- ’• - r ; 

the club. East held her Ace up lo ttffithlrd’round ; ' 
and noted her partner signal with 4hd:h^;iW0 '. 
asking for a diamond return, 

Bast returned the diamond Jack and Uie' eopfract^ 
.went two down for an absolute top. ‘ ? 


The main element of defense of this hand and 
most of the hands aro signals. 

When NorLh played club, West started a hig - 
low signal to show doubleton, accordingly, East 
held her Ace to the third round which Enabled. 
WesL to give a suit preference signal for the dia¬ 
mond by the heart two. 

Simple but efficient, take another Hand, you 
West hold this hand: 

* 5432 *432 4Q64 *KQ5 

North' is declaring three notnunp your partner 
leads the eight, of diamonds: 

*AJ76 * QJ 5 410532 *J 7. 

■j ,y ■ ' i 

. Declarer plays the diamond two from dummy. 
Which card do you play ? ■' 

: 1 followed by a small-diamond smoothly to beat 
the contract by two tricks: . - 
Justification is simple and straight forward; you 
need to be alert, that's all, '/ 

;My partners eight! is eiiher-the Fourth best or sec¬ 
ond of bad-four^ If the eight was second of bad 


. Claw-holding wpuldbe AKJ was or AK9. And 
, if the eifeht tyas 'the ’fourth best then by applying 
' ;the Ride'of eleven,.declarer holds One. cara high- 
er ihaii ihe, eight-and jt should be the Ace or the 
: ; |K}ng since Wilh AKJ 8-or AKJ 87. and also with 
W:®)ne^»placihg ihe Jacki. my partner would, 
-;haVe l$d the Ace tor an attitude signal. :: 
-Accordingly .you play a small diamond to beat 
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ROCK TRACKS 


By Stephanie DuBols 

Pop star Lionel Richie is going back to his funky 
R&B roots for his next album. "It will be classic 
Lionel, like when he was with The Commodores," 
says producer/guitarist Nile Rod¬ 
gers, who’s producing several cuts on 
the long-awaited follow-up to Lion¬ 
el’s 1986 "Dancing on the Ceiling " 
disk. Rodgers defends Richie from 
detractors who felt he sold out to a 
cross-over pop sound when he went 
boIo from his R&B group, The Com¬ 
modores. “A lot of people try to tell 
me Lionel is like a Vegas performer 
now. But a guy like Lionel does not lose that fiinky 
feeling. He can’t get away from it. There used to be a 
time when the mention of the words ’The Commo¬ 
dores’ put fear in other musicians’ hearts. If you 
thought you had to go and play next to those brothers, 
it'd be like 'uh, I got a cold."' Time and the new album 
will tell if Richie still has what it takes. When that disk 
will arrive, however, is anybody’s guess. The album 
was expected in stores by the end of ’89, then '90. Then 
it was reported that Richie's record label hoped the 
multi-Grammy-winning pop Btar would finally have a 
disk in record shops sometime last year. But Lionel 
had a lot to preoccupy him 1 in '01, He split from his wife 
of 16 years; was sued (and subsequently cleared) in a 
plagiarism suit; and he suffered a vocal cord hemor¬ 
rhage in October (he’s had two vocal cord surgeries in 
the past three years). Now, Bays Rodgers, "We're in the 
middle of the album. But God only knows how long the 
middle's going to last.” 

Carly Simon’B really making a name for herself in 
the movie industry. The singer, who won an Oscar for 
the theme from "Working Girl, "and wrote songs for 
Mike Niohols' "Heartburn" (based on Nora Eph- 
ron'B story), is now at work on the sound track for 
Ephron’8 forthcoming Fox film, "This is My Life. ” 
The movie's about a stand-up comic, played by Julie 
Kavner. 

Reggae superstar Maxi Priest is back in a Jamai¬ 
can studio working on a followup disk to hiB "Bona 
Fide" album, which he hopes to have out by May. 
Priest’s latest "Best of Me "collection has gone bullet- 
ing up the charts and Charisma records has just re¬ 
leased two early Maxi Priest albums, "Intentions" 
and "You'reSafe, "which were previously unavailable 
in the states. 


Using a chef’s knife 

The chef's knife Is the most basic of all hand tools in the kitchen. 

All knives should be treated with respect and care. 
V * They should be kept flharp,.olean, properly stored, 

\ . used onapproprlale cutting 

\ opine surfaces and handled carefully. 


Handle 


Cutting edge 


Bolster 





MAQICWOltD 

HOW TO PLAY! Raad lha HU of word a. UoK; at Uw PU«j». 
You'll find Ihoao words In ad directions — horizontally, vaoj- 
cally, diagonally, backwards. Draw a circle around aacn iti- 
8 fou nd In the puzzle, Uian »Wke H off mo iiij- 
CWednfl it will ahow a latter Hai baen uead hJJ* fo"*?.” 
:«»Wa should It alto form part ol Snolhtr word.FIndtheblg 
words nrti. Whon Jotters of all Haled wordi are cycled, you n 
hava lha given number of lattera toft over. Thay ll apon out 
your MAQTCWOAD. 

LOOK TO THE STARS (Sol.: IS letters) 
A-Aquarius, Aries, Astrology. Aurora; B-Big 
Dipper, Bull; C*Cancer, Coda, Comet, Cusp; E- 
Epoch; F-Flsh, Flickers; G-Gaze, Gemini, Glow, 
Goat; H-Heavens, Hemisphere; L-Line; Lion, 
Luminous; M-Mars, Meteor, Milky Way, Moon; 
N-Nadir; O-Oripn; P-Path, Pisces, Planet; S- 
Saturn; Scorpio,. Sigh, Star! T-Taurus, Tele- 
Mope, Twinkle, Twtrikv V-Venus, Virgo; W- 

NfilLViiaXPNOD 


TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1. Black or White, Mi¬ 
chael Jackson, Epic 

2. All 4 Love, Color Me 
Badd, Giant 

3. Can't Let Go, Mariah 
Carey, Columbia 

4. It's So Hard to Say 
Goodbye to Yesterday, 
Boys II Men, Tommy Boy 

5. Finally, CeCePeniston, 
A&M 

6. Set Adrift on Memory 
Bliss, PM. Dawn, Gee 
Street 

7. 2 Legit 2 Quit, Ham¬ 
mer, Capitol 

8. When a Man Loves a 
Woman, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 

9. Blowing Kisses in the 
Wind, Paula Abdul, 
Captive 

TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 

1. City Slickers, Billy 
Crystal, Daniel Stern, Co¬ 
lumbia TriStar Home Vid¬ 
eo (PG-13-1091) 

2. Backdraft, Kurt Rus- 
' sell, Robert De Niro, 
-MCA/Universal Home 
Video (R-1991) 

3. The Silence of the 
Lambs, Jodie Foster, An¬ 
thony Hopkins, Orion 
Home Video (R-1993) 

4. FX2: The Deadly De¬ 
lusion, Bryan Brown, Bri¬ 
an Dennehy, Orion Home 
Video (PG-13-1901) 

6. Robin Hood: Prlnoe of 
Thieves, Kevin Costner, 
Warner Home Video (PG- 
13-1991) 

6. What About Bob?, Bill 
Murray, Ricard Drevfuss, 
Touchstone Home; Video 
(PG-1991) 

7. Hudson Hawk, Bruce 
Willis, Danny Aiello, Co¬ 
lumbia TriStar Home Vid¬ 
eo (R-1991) 

8. Mortal Thoughts, 

Demi Moore, Bruce Willis, 
Columbia TriStar Home 
Video (R-1991) 

TOP POP 
ALBUMS 

1. Dangerous, Michael 
Jackson, Epic 

2. Too Legit to Quit, 
Hammer , Capitol 

3. Time, Love and Ten¬ 
derness, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 

4. Nevermind, Nirvana, 
Geffen 

6. Cooleyhlghharrapny, 
Boys II Men, Motown 

6. Achtung Baby, US, 
Island - 

7. Unforgettable, Natalie 
Cole. Elektra 

8. We Can't Dance, Gene¬ 
sis, Atlantic 

0. Melallica, Metallica, 
Elektra 

10. Use Your Illusion II, 

Guns N l Roses, Geffen 


REPOCHLS CORPI OC 
OZ ENI THI S UNE.VGO 
EATENALPNNADIRG 
TE RE HP SI MEHNOIL 
E NO I ROUWNGI S RVO 
MCODEBIGDIPPERW 
NRUTAS RLRATSCSN 
S ATWHGALGMOONRY 
NUEIHEUUOSTEAAA 
E RMNSMQBA P S U CMW 
VOOSI I ASTROLOGY 
ARCNFN8ECSI P.ALK 
E A O TWr NKL E L Z AT.L : 
HUT EL ESCOPEI ONI: 
S URUATSRBKCI, LP;M 


Rlvete 







down catfish 

Syndonlls nfgrivoniris 

Home: Streams of Congo basin, Africa 

Habits: Swims on Its back, belly up, for long 
periods; thought to swim this way to feed on algae 
that grow on undersides of leaves; young fishes 
swim normally at first, gradually spending more 
and more time upside-down 

Claim to fame: Popular aquarium species 
because of Its strange swimming style 

SOURCE; Dotrok Free Press, MHcmllan Ultratraled Animal 
Encyclopedia; Research by NANCY R039-FLANLGAN 


lUVIDEOVIEW 

By Jay Bobbin 

(Ratings for each film begin with an "asterisk” 
rating — one meaning "poor,” four meaning "excel¬ 
lent — followed by the Motion Picture Association of 
America rating, and then by a family-viewing guide, 
the key for which appears below.) 

STARTING THIS WEEK: "WILD HEARTS 
CANT BE BROKEN" (Disney, $92.95): Inspired by a 
true story, this all-family drama casts Gabrielis Anwar 
-- seen recently as an ice skaLer on TV’s "Beverly 
Hills, 90210” — as a young lady trying to find her 
proper place ... which she thinks Bhe’s found upon 
applying for a job as a rider of diving horses. Cliff 
Robertson and Michael ("Sixteen Candles") Schoef- 
fling co-star. ** (G: V) 

"BEVERLYHILLS, 902J0"{ Worldvision, $89.96): 
The Fox Broadcasting TV series now is entrenched as 
required weekly viewing for many teen-age fans, but 
for those who want to sample the move by twins 
Brenda and Brandon Walsh (Shannon Doherty, Jason 
Priestley) from Minneapolis to L.A. again, this is the 
original pilot for the show. Other regulars include 
Jennie Garth and Luke Perry. *• (Not rated: AS, P) 

'■BROADWAY MELODY OF 1936" (MGM/UA, 
$19.98): One of several classic Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
musicals newly released on video, veteran director Roy 
Del Ruth's black-and-white 1936 classic earned an 
Academy Award-for its choreography. Jack Benny 
plays a newspaper columnist who uses a dancer (Elea¬ 
nor Powell) in his plot to wreck a producer (Robert 
Taylor); Una Merkel and Buddy Ebsen also appear. 
*** (Not rated) 

COMING SOON: "LIFE STINKS” (MGM/UA, 
Jan. 29); Mel Brooks finds a different lifestyle — and 
love with’Lesley Ann Warren — as a street person in 
this comedy. (PG-13) 


Unscramble these four words, one 
letter to each square, to form > 
four ordinary words. f - 


AJAX CONTRACTORS, INC. 



[ ramaM 

nil 


l EEgnna 



Print answer here: I 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer,.as sug¬ 
gested by the above oartobn. . 


'WU WWW 


wm 


■ - . ONllSVia—asoujshq .; , ••• 

oim u| euijt eig ne dn oB eeSJeqd eqi 

i'-asnoBv bio.nis onvhj ju3no' ? ««-v 
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8:30 — America's Funniest 
Home Videos. 

9:00 — Encounter 

9:30 —The Stump of Greut- 

ness. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Feature Film. "A 
Long Way Home": Maya is 
al7-ycar-ofd Swedish teenager 
who works in London. Rupert is 
the spoiled 11-year-old site has 
to look after. Maya manages to 
win his confidence and their ini¬ 
tial mutual dislike is transformed 
into friendship. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Journeys to Art: A 
documentary program about the 
Moroccan Kingdom, the Islamic 
and Roman archaeological relics 
and their trade relations with Eu¬ 
rope. 

9:10 — Equinox: Tonight's pro¬ 
gram talks about old age ana se¬ 
nility in living creatures and sci¬ 
entific research on live cells. 
10:00 —■ News in English. 

10:20 — Law and Order. "The 
Secret Shares": Why was the 
drug dealer killed in New York? 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Land of Hope and GIo-. 
rla. 

9.30t—Capital City. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Gambler: Gambler 
Hox and Montana continue ef¬ 
forts reveal the senator and his 
associates to be manipulating In¬ 
dian lands. 

. TUESDAY • 

8:30 —- Evening Shade. "Gam¬ 
bler. Anonymous 1 !: The coach in- 
-.vitetf'Mr Rogers,the well known 
Singer, to his house. 

9:10 t“ Golden Years:,.Ohio 
police manage to' stop the police 
car which the criminals used to 
escape in. .. 

10:00 — News in English.. ■ 
.10:20 — Selling Hitler: This 


A Long Way Home on Saturday at 10:20 



Michael Keaton in "T 
DreamTeM", Thursday df 

topoi :: ;:, 

film ,portrays qrto man's-Jb&ises- 
ision wilh the" HiUor myth. So 
-overwhelming was hii. obsession 
that he losesgrip'ori reality. T’;: r 

’ ; Wednesday;;;; - \ 

'Siaa'^fdech.V:;;';-- 1 

■9;1Q:-— World' of Audubon: 


10:00 — News in English. 

10.20 — Drug Wars: Drug 
dealer Camerno was kidnapped 
and killed in Mexico, Hanley 
chases Lhe Kilias and Kafilcarls. 

THURSDAY 

8:30 — Sputa. "Local Hero": 
Lily, a Spartz worker, saves the 
life of a customer who choked 
while having his meal, so she be¬ 
comes a local hero. 

9:10 —NBA Basketball. 

10:00 — News In English. 

10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
"The Dream Team" Starring 
Michael Keaton: A psychiatrist 
decides to take his four patients 
to a baseball game in New York. 
The doctor is assaulted: by a 
cbuple or bad policemen and his 
patients decide to defend him. - 

FRIDAY 

8:30 — Lenny: A friend of Len¬ 
ny's father dies while visiting in 
Boston. Lenny, his father and his 
brother go to New York for the 
burial and are stuck in a snow 
storm. 

9:10 — Derrick: Martin is be¬ 
ing chased by three men who 
,wnnt to kill him. He resorts to 
the coach and his mistress for 
help, but is killed tong before 
they deeido to intervene. 

10:00 *— News in English. 

10:20 ,— Chancer. "Tcmpia- 
tibn":, Stephen agrees to help 
Franklin with a scam so that he 
would leave Douglas'. Motors 
alone. 

FRENCH PROGRAM 

• v-samedi ..; 

6:00 — Les tortues Ninja.. A 

• cartoon series ^ 

.:6:30Lp famine Fontaine. A 
■;series about a family; cadh.iime 
i a different story. • ■ v - 

7i00 — News in French;! 

7:15 — Carnet de notes.' A, 
classical music program, ; ;' 

■ D|MANCHE ■ 

*5:30 -r- La mate on bleue.A 
edrtoon series. 

'5:45'- Sante vision. ^The pro¬ 
gram deals with heart diseases, 
.jeorona/y; and vascular and! the 
congenital, . malformation br 
hcairls. ■ 


6:10 — L'dcole des fans. Chil¬ 
dren sing the songs of their fa¬ 
vorite singers. Tonight's guest is 
Henry Dais. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — Fusions: The conserva¬ 
tion of wooden art objects from 
the weather and particularly ter¬ 
mites by using nuclear energy 
cobalt 60 and gamma rays that 
destroy nil kinds termites. 

LUND! 

6:00 —■ Le monde sous-marin 
de Jncques-Yves Cousteau. A 
documentary program about life 
on the sea. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 — The Weekly Sports 
Magazine. 

MARDI 

6:00 — Bouli. A program for 
children. 

6:15 —'Leg tortues Ninja. A 
cartoon, series. . 

6:30— Le chevalier du laby- 
rinthe. A game show program 
requiring talent and intelligence, 
7:00—News in French. 

7:15 — Carnet de notes. A 
classical music program. 

MERCREDI 

6:00— L'ceil ecoute prague. A 
musical program. 

7:00 — News in French. 

7:15 —Intertropique. A docu¬ 
mentary program about Niger. 

. . JEUDI 

6:00 — Les artisans de la 
terre. A documentary program 
about " 1 • 

agriculture. 

5:?Q — Maguy, A comedy se- 
<nc$ abauiMaguy and her hus- 
- band. • 

7:00—News in French. ' r 
7:15 -p Carnet . de notei. A 
: classical music program. 

V ; VENDREDi . : ■' 'AJ 

’ 5:30 Fas urie seebnde '. : q 

pertjje:; YlqqenL.an e/nployee At 
the ministry; of culture: In Paris, 
is setu.bn a mission 
; 7:pO-^ Ne\vs in French;' 

. ->7;15,:-r^. Magazine Fusions:, A 
program-abbut computers arti(i- 
cidl intelligence and hqw it in- 
• vados ppople's daily activities, 


JEANE DIXON’S 




ARIES (21 March - 19 April): You may not have all the infor¬ 
mation you need. Postpone any important financial moves until 
next week. Creative endeavours will prove satisfying, even'if 
there is no immediate monetary gain. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Make certain you reserve 
enough money to pay your monthly bills. Something that is de¬ 
veloping very slowly prove valuable in the end. Tackle a back¬ 
log of odd jobs with partner's help. 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): Catching small mistakes at work 
will save money and embarrassment. Someone behind the 
scenes plays a major role in your professional or persona! life 
now. Romance peaks this weekend. 

CANCER (21 June • 22 July): No challenge should be too great 
for you now. Your determination gives you a tremendous advan¬ 
tage. Friends prove to be good company. Romance changes cer¬ 
tain plans. Avoid acting on impulse. 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): Do not delay in following up on 
yesterday's success. Opening new lines of communication will 
benefit both your career and your social life. Rely on your own 
ingenuity and resources. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 September): A "heart and flowers" ap¬ 
proach is best when it comes to romance. You draw strength 
from your loved ones. Tempers could flare at work. Keep a low 
profile and you will emerge unscathed. 

LIBRA (23 September • 22 October): You will find this a splen¬ 
did week for romance. You could be on the receiving end of a 
social concession. An opportunity arises to take advantage of n 
mistake. Keep business dealings strictly above-board. 

SCORPIO (23 October - 21 November): Avoid becoming in¬ 
volved with controversial projects. Solitude helps you think. 
Creative work progresses nicely. Your financial future appears 
more secure. Sign employment agreements. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November - 21 December): Give some 
thought to insurance and lax matters. An expert offers timely ad¬ 
vice. Get in touch with distant contacts. Your efforts to improve 
communication with loved one will soon pny off. 

CAPRICORN (22 December - 19 Jnnuary): Obscure knowl¬ 
edge comes to light at an opportune time. Good liming is the key 
to spectacular financial success. You recognize that s|»ed is vi¬ 
tal. Devote your weekend to family mailers. 

AQUARIUS (20 January - 18 February): Work on one thing at 
a time and heed your intuition. Higher-ups will reword your ef¬ 
forts with a raise or promotion. A new relationship has un excel¬ 
lent chance of becoming permanent. 

PISCES (19 February - 20 March): The busier you arc this 
week, the happier you will be. Work on bringing correspon¬ 
dence up-to-date. Loans involving friends arc likely to cause 
trouble later on. Postpone signing binding agreements. 

THIS WEEK'S CHILDREN have roving feci and will hate to 
slay in one spot for long. Every trip or chango or scenery gives 
these children a new lease on life. Teachers need to handle them 
with diplomacy. 


The National Music Conservatory / Noor At Hussein Foundation 

presents 

THE JORDAN STRING ENSEMBLE 

In concert ■ 

In the programme piece* by Mpzart, 

: Beethoven, Abdul Hamid Nammam 
, arid others and a sect inn performed 
by violin and piano duo Zarusslavt and 
■’ Haddad 

Saturday, March 14,1992 at 8:00 p.m 
1 !■ r at the Royal Cultural centre 

: : Tickets, for jb,4 each, are avallable at 

: ! The Royal Cultural Centre; Tel. 661026 
The National Music CortwVatory y Tel.687620 


Algerian ..641271^2 

Australian. 637 246/7 

Austrian Embassy.674750 

Bahrain. 

Belgian . 675SS3 

Bulgarian. 810131 

Canadian.. 666124 

Chilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.a77BM 

Czechoslovakian .665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.622324 

Finnish Consulate.623443 

French.641273/4 

German... ....689351 

Greek.672331 

Hungarian..................816614 

Indian.637262 

Iraqi . 639331 

Italian...638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese...672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan.......666118 

Lebanese .. 641381 

Moroccan. 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian. 828911 

North Korean ...».666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine...677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Pliillipinas.. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.644331/2 

Romanian . 667738 

Saudi Arabian................. 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish . 622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish.669177/9 

Swiss...686416/7 


Diary 


Activities 




... 641076 

Tunisian 674307/8 

Turkish M IIMIIN||I iIiii i<l Mini 641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom...-.823100 

United States of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

(Taiwan)...671530 

UNICE 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka . .. 645312 


Airlines 


Arab Air Cargo.674191/95 

Aero Oot..641510 

Air Franco.666066/782425 

Air India . 675888/9 

Air Lanka.. 655377/651799 

Alitalia 625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways .641430 

China Airlines.637380 

Cathay Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air..,..,.;. 630011 

Emirates Airllnes.662141/678321 

Gulf Air.. 653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines.639295 

Iberia.,....637827/644036, 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air Lines:.630879 

K.L.M : .622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines.;.'. 630144 

Utwan Arab Airlines IN 643831/2 

Lufthansa.............:.....;. 601744 

Malaysian AIrline.639575/653446 

M.B.A . 636104 

Olympic..,,. 630125/638433 

H*. 625981 

Phi Irppmo Airlines.. 670155 

Polish Airlines.... 625981 

Qantas........... ... 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian...... 678321' 

Sabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888: 
Saudm , ,. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines ....604649 

Singapore Airlines.^....... 676177 

Sudan Airlines..^......- 662111 

Swiss Air(OS.A,) ..-642943 

Swus Ad .. 629831 

M^A*-".-......622147, 

TARCOM- Romanian.-.,..*637380 
~. u 604649, 

TransWorldAfrUne ^.,623430. 

Turkish Airline* .LiUiiW659102: 
Yemenia Airways,628175 
Yugoslav Airlines 


Queen Alla Airport (08)53200 


Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centro. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A..m. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library.637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library,,,. 834555 


V, Rent-a-car 


Cinemas 


Shakhshir. 

. 668958 

Al-Jabal . 

.606669 

Kada . 

.665161/665153 

Al-Labadi. 

.813554 

National. 

.639197/8 

Ncbo. 

. 816792 

Petra. 

. 605501 

Rabbit Ammon..., 

. 672424 

Al-Rimal. 

. 639861 

Al-Samer. 

.771707 

Satclitc. 

.625767/621471 

Star.. 

. 604904 

Tigar. 

. 671931 

Trust. 

. 673312 

Al-Waha .. 

. 674105 

Abu Dcggc.. 

..644642/644906 

Amin Jarrar (Avis).670498 

Amman.. 


Arabian. 


Avia-Jan ar. . 


Budget . 


Do’as. 

. 669970 


.660601 


.601350/80 

General Services 


Gulf.. 

. 660Q02 



Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Plaza.674111 

Philadelphia.. 634144 

Nijoum.675571 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City.667181 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club.. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Assoc.676990 


Hotels 


Amman 

Crown..798181 

Philadelphia.663100 

MarriolL. 660100 

Regency.660000 

Jerusalem ..665094 

InterContinental. 641361 

Ambassador. 665186 

Commodor.665181 

Middle East. 667150 

Grand Palace. 661121 

Tyche .661114 

International. 841712 

San Rock. 813801 

Alia Gateway.(08) 51000 

Amra . 815071 

Plaza . 674111 

Aqaba 

Holiday Inl'l.......312426 

Miramar.314340 

Al-Cazar.314131 

CotbI Beach.313521 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Aqaba ..314091 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Amman Govemoratc..91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance..193,775111 

Amman fire bridgade.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resucc.630341 

Police Tescue.621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Right Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi Maternity.644281/6 

Aklch Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Mai has, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmcisoni Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital..... 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

ltdian-Al-Muhajreen. ....777101/3 
Al-Bashir, Ashrafich....775111/26 

Army* Marka.891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital.674155 

General 

Jordan Television.........773111/L9 

Radio Jordan..774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Iordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service..623101 


Star 


jl ijf Jordan's political, ooonoittle 
mMimi *"d outturat waokly 


The 

mm 

Er "% 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


Algeria....213 

Argentina. . . 54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia. 61 

Adelaide 8 
• Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.43 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain.973 

Belgium.32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil .. 

Rio de Janeiro 2! 

BraziHja61 

Bulgaria.,.....359 

Sofia! . 

Canada... * 

Ottawa 613 

Chile. 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus...:. 357 

: Nicosia 21 ■ 

Czechoslovakia....,...,.44 . 

'. Prague 2 ■ ' 

-Denmark (MINI III n ^ !■ Ml I i>Tt(| * 1 . » 

. .Copenhagen (Inner) 1 ', ", *• 

Quito 2 ' 
x Str «7* f ‘"“‘*'* 

Eire..*.. ■ f t I • • Jfll ■ 1 # 35 3.;-.' 

■ ..Dubliri 1 :. '. - V 

: Cprk21 v. .V 
jPJnbbid l..*.....-■ ■ .-.---358 j. ; 

Helsinki0;, ■-i 
France -, 

■■ • : I • • V. ' : 



.. 357 


Paris 1 

Germany W... 49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.... 30 , 

Athens/Pirteus 1 

India;.....91 

Bang]are812 
New Delhi 11 , 

Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,2^,4,5,6,7, & 8. 

/ 

Indonesia..... 62 ■ 

Jakarta 21 

Italy..... 39 

Rome 6 , 

Iraq.....964 . 

Baghdad 1 

Japan... 81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya....... ....... 254. 

Nairobi2 •' 

Kuwait,.—............... 965 

Korea..82 • 

Seoul 2 .i' 

Liby fc. 218 

Tripoli21 ' ^ 

' Beirut i : •' ■ • • 

MalaysU u ;..............:..............60. 

, KyalaLumpur3 

52 ' 

.Me^ucqCityS'' -7_''■V'_ 

! l 

Netherlands • 31: 1 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 - 

North- Yemen................. 

A1 Bayda 6 •. 

; Hodeldnh3 
SanaaS 
Tdz-4 . 

Nigeria... 

Lagos 1 

Norway..;.. 

Oslo 2 

Omari. . . 

Pakistan.. 

Karachi 21 ■ 

Lahore 42 

Peshawar 521 ■ 

Rawalplndi/falamabad 51 

Paraguay.,....... 

Asuncion 54 

Peru... 

. Limit 14 

Philippines.................. . 

. Manila 2 . 

Poland..;........ 

/.'Warsaw22 . - . 

Qatar..................... .......Ji, 

Rqmanja................. 

; : Bucharest 0 ; . 

Saudi Arabia.. 

Al-Khobar3 • 

. ! Al-Madina 4 ■ 

Dammam.3 . ‘ 

’ Jeddah 2 

" Mfecia 2 . 

Riyadh1. ; . .. 

Spain, i j*, in. - > 

. Barceldiia3 " -• .... 
■Madrid 1 
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Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old, Also 
mosaics from Mad aba and Jerash 
(4ih to 18th centuries).The Roman 
Theatre, Ammon. Opening hours: 9 
a.m. - 5 am. year iound.Closed 
Tuesdays.Tcl: 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al- 
QaTa (Citadel Hill). Opening 
luurs: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan Natlonul Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19lh century 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Wclbdeh. Hours 10 urn. -5:00p.m. 
ClosedTucsdays.Tcl. 630128. 


Churches 


St. Joseph Church; (Roman Caih 
olic)Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Wcibdch, 
Tel. 637440. 

De In Salle Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hussein.Tel. 661757. 

Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Welbdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafioh. Tel. 775261. 


St. Ephrlom Church: (Syriac 
Orthodox) Ashrafieh.Tcl 771751. 


Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmeisani, Tel. 827981. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
SummaqTel. 811295. 


Marbolla52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka.. 94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan. 249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden...... 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria..,..,.;.,.,......963 

- Damascus 11 

Taiwan......' 886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand... 66 

Bangkok 2 

Tbilisi a..,.... 216 

Tunis 1 ; 

TUrkey..„... r . 90 

Ankara 4 
.Istanbul 1. 

UAE.....971 

Abu Dhabi 2 . 

Ajman6‘ 

A! Ain 3 
Dubai 4,. ; 

Fujairah 70 
: Ghyalhi 52 
lias Al Khwniah 77 •, 

Sharjah 6 

UmmAiQuwain6 * 

uk.:. -—...................44 

London (irmer 71/buter 81) . ' 

Uruguay..^ 5518 

Montevideo 2 

USA...V._;..^.1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

■ USSR....j,...;,,..-, 7 

. Moscow 095; . ' 

Venezuela:.....:|.....',.;.58 
Caracas 2. ./ . • _ - 

Yugoslavia,.,..38 


_/ 886 

.. 66 

216 

.. 90 


.j....;.,..-, 7 

































































































































